Messiah University

Mosaic
Evangelical Visitor (1887-1999)

Brethren in Christ Church Archives

12-15-1902

Evangelical Visitor- December 15, 1902. Vol. XVI. No. 24.
George Detwiler

Follow this and additional works at: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor
Part of the History of Religion Commons, and the Religion Commons

Permanent URL: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/329
Recommended Citation
Detwiler, George, "Evangelical Visitor- December 15, 1902. Vol. XVI. No. 24." (1902). Evangelical Visitor
(1887-1999). 329.
https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/329

Sharpening Intellect | Deepening Christian Faith | Inspiring Action
Messiah University is a Christian university of the liberal and applied arts and sciences. Our mission is to educate
men and women toward maturity of intellect, character and Christian faith in preparation for lives of service,
leadership and reconciliation in church and society.
www.Messiah.edu

One University Ave. | Mechanicsburg PA 17055

V

EVANGELICAL VISITOR.
The Earth Shall Be Full O f The Knowledge O f The Lord A s The W a t e r s Cover The S e a . - Isa. 1 1 : 9 .

' S O M E TKTTST IN CHARIOTS A N D SOME IN HORSES; BUT W E W I L L R E M E M B E R T H E N A M E OF T H E L O R D O U R G O D . " — P s a . 2 0 : 7 .

VOLUME XYI.

T A B L E OF CONTENTS

A B I L E N E , KANSAS, D E C E M B E R 15, 1902

NUMBER

24

tory of the VISITOR, and thus have we may be able to give evidence of
passed fifteen years since it became improvemen t.
E D I T O R I A L .
To our correspondents we would
an institution of the Church. We
The Close of the Volume
461 believe it has had its place, and also say, endeavor to tell us plainly and
Special Mention
474 believe its influence for good has as briefly as consistent what you
Nathanael, B
475 been considerable, yet feel that there have to say.
Have a distinct plan
ESSAYS.
of what you want to write, and then
is much room for improvement.
For the Sake of Thy Nime, A. McO. 462
During the year now closing we clothe in as proper lauguage as you
The Power of Faith. Levi F. Sheetz. 462
have endeavored to fill its pages can. You will fiud that it is well
Praise the Lord, Mary K. Stover... 462
we thought to re-write aud re-vise. The more
Aweke, Awake, J. Myers Bossier....
463 with such matter as
edification, j you practice the easier the task will
Gifts, M
463 would be a means of
Also do not try to crowd
A Testimony for Jesus,Carrie Nixon 464 as best we could with the matter at become.
The Birth of Jesus, Levi F. Sheetz.. 466 our command, yet are conscious that as much on the paper as you posGod is my Hiding Place, Nannie
some mistakes have occurred. Es- sibly can; let there be space between
Stauffer
466 pecially has censure been expressed the lines for any correction necesThe New Birth, J. S. L
467 for au article-—a selection—recently sary to be made, and also for the
An Admonition, Douvid, Eyster
470
published entitled, "Religion With- convenience of the compositor.
"The Covering: What is i t ? " I. J.
We hope that nearly, if not ail,
out Christ."
In explanation we
Ransom
470
our subscribers will stay with us
may
say
that
we
had
not
examined
Counting
all Things Joy, Amos
during next year, and may we uot
Wolgemuth
472 the article as sufficient ly as we should,
expect that the list will be materialExperionce, Anna Fought
473 and had not fully observed the exly increased. We know not fully
treme
position
taken.
If
we
had
SELECTIONS.
Held in Spiritual Troubles
464 taken the matter more fully into how the new location will effect us
A Tonic for Doubters
464 consideration
we would not. have or our work, but we go there with
Where is He?
465
given
space
to
it.
Yet we are con- the desire that the work may be
"Now When Jesus was Born"
476
Of Present Interest
477 vinced that their is too much religion owned and blessed of God, aud that
Prove all Things
477 where the Christ in His office as we may humbly stand in our place
MISSIONARY
478 "wisdom,
and righteousness, and and be a blessing to our fellowmau.
BIBLE STUDY
479
sanchfication
aud redpmpiion," is We are thankful for many expresOBITUARY ETC
480
not, sufficiently recognized.
Too sions of sympathy which come to us;
many, we fear, trust more for salva- and we feel that we need the prayers
THE 0L0SE OF THE VuLUMEtion iu tears aud prayers, and out- of the church so that we may fill our
HE present number of the V I S I - ward reformation than in the finished place acceptably.
TOR closes the volume for 1902, work of the Christ, the "Lamb of
or blemish,"
and also, as stated elsewhere, termi- God without spo f
Just before going to prfss we renates the paper's location iu Kansas, through Whose merit alone the sin- ceived a letter from Sister Francis ,
aud with it conies our removal from ner is saved. However we regret Davidson written at Johannesburg,
having published the article because bearing date Nov. 4, 1902.
Abilene, Kan., to Harrisburg, Pa.
We
With the passing of the year we of its ex'reme position.
wish we could give the letter in this
are again reminded of the shortness
We also learn that uot nil the ic,sue, but are not able to make room
of time. The days, the weeks, the matter from correspondents has met for it in this issue. She was then
months, the years pass rapidly by, the approval of nil the readers. It ready to return to the Matoppo Misand we are hurriedly borne along. is hardly to be expected that this sion again to resume her wofk at
Well does the servaut of the Lord would be the case, and ULtil more of that place. She felt much improved
speak of the shortness of time aud a oneness in scripture interpretation iu every way as a result of her va- '
commands ns to redeem the time. obtains it is probable that condition cation, and had much joy in her >
Each day brings with it oppor- of things may to some extent prevail. heart and good courage to continue
tunities which, if taken advantage of, However we shall endeavor to be her labors among the heathen. At
bring blessing, and if neglected, careful—if possible, more careful— Johannesburg she visited a number
in the future than in the past as to of Missiouaries with whom she was
bring sorrow and regret.
Another year is past of the his- the matter admitted, and hope that acquainted before.
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FOR THE SAKE Of THY NAMEOW down thine ear to me; deliver nie
speedily; be thou my strong rock, an
house of defense to save me. For thou
art my rock and my fortress; therefore
for Thy name's sake lead me and guide
me." Such was the prayer of David,
when he found himself in peril from his
enemies—his desire was that God should
take honor and glory to his own great
Name by delivering him. The Lord has
put it into His children's hearts Co pray
"Hallowed be thy Name;" how jealous
we should be for the honor and glory of
that Name. What an earnest desire we
should have that the Lord would bring
us off victorious through every difficult
path, for if he does not, the enemies of
God see Him undertaking and not being
able to fulfill, how his Name would suffer.

B

For instance;—the Israelites had left
Egypt trusting in the Name of Jehovah:
the nations all around trusted in their
own heathen gods and ignored the power
of the only true God. The Israelites,
therefore, were an object lesson to all
those nations; if He could lead this nation through all the perils and obstacles
that lay in their path, then the heathen
would have to confess that He truly was
God; but if they were not led in a victorious path then discredit would fall upon
His Name. God led His people through
difficult places, and sometimes seemed to
lead them into places where defeat, total
and complete seemed certain, and yet
through those very hard, dark places, He
took to Himself glory by wonderful deliverance. If God has followers who are
willing to go bravely forward into the
ha>'d testing times, into the places where
flesh and blood seem almost to fail, then
he can show forth his glorious power by
delivering them in "due season." The
darker the path, the more gloriously can
the Lord vindicate his name, if we keep
obedient and truthful.

Y I 8 1 T Q R .

us into the hard places, we can rest in at present. And how wonderfully the
confidence that sooner or later he will Lord has been supplying! Bro. Stover
was telling us a few days ago how the
deliver us for his name's sake.
Lord is caring for them, but he is kept
"Sometimes 'mid scenes cf deepest gloom,
busy working around the place, laying
Sometimes where Eden's bowers bloom,
the sidewalk, digging post holes and such
By waters still, o'er troubled sea
like. There is much hard laborconnected
Still 'tis God's hand that leadeth me."
with the work of the Mission, but evenA . MCG.
tually we shall obtain our crown. Yours
FOB THE EVANGELICAL VISITOR.
in His service,
MAKY K. STOVER.

PRAISE THE LORD.

"But my God shall supply all your need
according to his riches in glory by Ch ist
Jesus."—Philippians 4:19.

HIS is my experience. Oh how blessed
to trust in an Almighty God Who has
power in heaven and on earth! "Heaven
and earth shall pass away but my words
shall not pass away." " W h o is able to
do exceeding abundantly above all we ask
or think"—Ephesians 3:20. Praise His
holy Name for His wonderful works f o
the children of men. How wonderfully
the promise of the Lord has been manifested to me in that He is willing and
able to supply all my need. When I
think that three years ago last August
I was lying upon a bed of sickness and
was unable to attend to my household
duties, the physician telling me there
would be no help except by an operation.
But the Lord had healed me before aud
I began pleading His promises again,
and for two weeks I kept looking and
praying till the Lord gave me the evidence that He would heal me, and for a
comfort He gave me these words, like
large letters on the wall, " I will never
leave thee nor forsake thee,"—last clause
of Hebrews 13:5.

T

What a blessing these words proved to
me since, when oft times all seemed dark
about me. Again do I feel to praise the
Lord for His goodness to me. He gives
me just what I need: if I need money or
clothes, or strength, sleep or rest or
health, He will supply our need.
But I find there are so many things
we want which we really do not need.
Lead me and guide me;—there is a dif- I feel so thankful to Him who knows the
ference between leading and guiding; to thoughts and intents of the heart, that
guide does not necessarily imply that one He has supplied all my needs, even if it
* has become a leader. A leader not only comes to only a pair of stockings or
instructs his followers about the way whatever we might mention. The Lord
they should go, but he also sets himself is leading and giving me victory in Him.
at the head, and becomes their personal
I will again refer to the leadings of
leader, and is responsible for their safety. God as regards the Philadelphia Mission.
The cloud by day and the pillar of fire by He has wonderfully cared and provided
night was evidence of God's presence for the dear ones at that place. Before
going on in advance of the Israelites, we had the Mission, Brother Stover carleading them on, sometimes into danger, ried benches irom one house to another
sometimes avoiding danger. He did not for the meetings till the Lord provided
just tell them how to go, just point out means to rent a house and we were only
the way, and leave them to go forward a few mouths in that house till itwas too
themselves; no, he guided them and he small for the Sunday school and by the
led them. Jesus is our Captain, our time we looked for a larger place the
Leader; he goes on before, and if he leads |house was for rent where I lie Mission is

Silverdale, Pa.
For

the EVANGELICAL
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THE POWER OF FAITH.
" I f ye have faith as a grain of mustard
seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove, and nothing shall be impossible unto
you."—Matt. 17:20.

N the above verse we can plainly see
the power of faith. Jesus told His
disciples that if their faith would be as
a grain of mustard seed they could remove moutains; now we find that some
differ in their opinion as to what kind of
mountains Jesus was speaking of. Some
say that he meant the natural mountain,
while others think He meant the spiritual mountain of doubt aud trial. T o get
the full knowledge of these words we
ought to read the foregoing part of this
chapter, in which we find that Jesus had
taken three of His disciples and went
up into a high mountain, where He was
transfigured and spoke with Moses and
Eiias. In the meanwhile a certain man
brought his son to the other disciples to
have him cured, for he was "lunatick and
sore vexed." But the disciples could not
heal him, their faitli was too weak; and
when Jesus came to them the man
brought his sou to Him and said, "Lord,
have mercy on my son: for lie is lunatick,
aod sore vexpd; for ofttimes he falleth
into the fire, and oft into the water.
And [ brought him to thy disciples, and
they could not cure him." We then find
that Jesus rebuked his disciples and sp.id
to them, " O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? how
long shall I suffer you.'' Jesus then cured
the man's son, and the disciples went
to Jesus apart and asked Him, why they
could not cast out the devil. Jesus told
them because of their unbelief, and then
said the words of the above text. I t
would seem from this that He meant
the natural mountain, but merely wished
to show them the power that is contained
in fi i J).

I

We find that on another occasion He
told them these words, " I f ye had faith
as a grain of mustard seed, ye might say
unto this sycamine tree,
Be thou
plucked up by the roots, and he thou
pl.mted in the sea: and it should obey
you."—Luke 17:6.
In both these instances we find that

ami
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their faith was to be as a grain of mustard seedj which we all know is said to
be the smallest of all seeds; this therefore,
ought to impress us deeply with the
t h o u g h t o f t h e great power that lies i•
faith, though it be only the size of a
grain of mustard seed; but that faith
must be without wavering, for as the
Apostle James,says "For he that wavereth
is like a wave of the sea driven with the
wind and tossed."—Jam. 1:6.
Dear readers, I would wish to call
your attention to an incident, recorded in
the Holy ScriptureS which shows us
plainly the result of true faith in God
and also the real power that lies in true
faith. In the sixth chapter of Joshua,
we find that Jericho was shut up because
of the children of Israel; but the Lord
told Joshua what lie should do. The
Lord told him that Jericho, the king
and the mighty men of valour were given
in their hands; but first tliey had to perform a commandment of the Lord, and
have faith in Him.
It seems the Lord wished to trytheir
faith, for He could have given Jericho
and all the inhabitants in a moment's
time; but they had to do their part first.
The Lord told Joshua that they should
compass the city and go around it for
six days, once each day, but on the
seventh day they were to compass the
city seven times, and the priests were to
blow with the trumpets. Seven priests
with trumpets of ram's horns went before the ark of the Lord and the people
followed after the ark. They obeyed in
all the Lord commanded Joshua and
when they had compassed the city six days
they rose up early on the seventh day
and went around the city seven times;
when they came around the last time
the priests blew with their trumpets,
Joshua commanded the people to shout;
he said "Shout; for the Lord hath given
you the city." Then the people shouted
with a great shout, and it happened
as they shouted and the priests blew the
trumpets the wall fell dow,n'flat, so that
the people went up into the city, 'every
man straight before him, and they took
the city.
Dear readers; does this not indeed teach
us a beautiful lesson? The children of
Israel had faith in God that they could
take the city and they did take it. Oh,
what great power their is In true faith,
even the walls of strong, fortified cities
will crumble down and break to pieces,
If we have this true real faith in God!
We find that Jericho was in the way of
the children of Israel as they journeyed
from Egypt to the promised land, and by
faith they overcame the enemy, and so,
dear reader, can we, in our pilgrimage
toward the heavenly country, overcome,

V
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every obstacle that seems to cross our
pathway, if we have faith even as a
grain of mustard seed.
Your brother in Christ.
L E V I F. S H E E T Z .

Florin, Pa.
F o r t h e EVANGELICAL
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VIBITOB.

AWAKE. AWAKE.
"Awake, awake, put on thy strength, O
Z i o n ; put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, . . Shake thyself f r o m the dust;
arise, sit thee down O Jerusalem: loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, oh captive
daughter of Zion."—Isa. 52:1,2.

HE subject presupposes an awakened!
state; but by the deceitfulness of sin,
and the subtility of the serpent; watchfulness was supplanted by worldly care
and negligence. How easy to be contaminated with "the dust," and to be
bound with "bands of thy neck," when
daily prayer and heart devotions are
omitted.
Our great
watch-word is,
watch. See Mark 13:33-37. T o watch
HOSE wise men no doubt came agreat when wide awake that no stupor or
ways to bring their offering to Jesus, drowsiness or neglect of duty, and the
and by following the star they were led means of grace, but that there is a pressto the place where the young child was,, ying on unto the fulness of the measure
and they rejoiced with exceeding great of
the
stature
of Christ.
God
joy, and their offering was freely given says by the Psalmist that he would
to Him who they believed was the beautify us with salvation. See Psalm
world's great Redeemer. As the Christ- 149:4.
mas tide is approaching my thoughts
The High Priest was beautifully, typhave been directed to the customs of our
day. Instead of bringing their gifts and ically clothed. How significantly clothed!
presenting them as an offering to Jesus, When entering once a year into the
the custom is to givegiftsone to another, Holy of Holies, he was clothed in pure
and no doubt many are already planning white linen,—representing the righteousand preparing their gifts fortheir friends ness of the saints. See Rev. 19:8. How
expecting also to receive something in blessedly fore-shadowing was the breastplate, with underneath it the "Urim and
return.
Thummim!" Let us be clothed with
But, the wise men brought their gifts to humility, with a meek and contrite
Jesics. How grand it would be, and how spirit! Without the robe of holiness the
acceptable to the Lord, if all the congre- Lord cannot be seen.
gations and Sabbath Schools would bring
"Shake thyself from the dust." Jesus
their offerings together to the house of
said
that He was not of the world, nor
the Lord as a real thank-offering to
Jesuo, and for the spreading and the up- His disciples; for He chose them out of
building of His Kingdom'. How often the the world. Until we are completely sevcomplaint comes in because of the lack ered from the world and the things thereof means the furtherance of the Gospel of, we will become dusty and unclean by
is hindered and many who profess to be warring after the things of the flesh,—
the children of God close their hearts the which will charm and put to a deadand.hand8 to this, the world's greatest formality sleep. Awake, awake, trim
need, and bestow upon those who are not thy lamp, morning, noon and night; lest
in need. What a beautiful and accept- when He •cometh thou wilt be found
A person asleep is unconscious
able service to the Lord we could have if asleep.
all would bring in their gifts and present of the fact, as well as the dangers around.
them for the furtherance of the Gospel! Be awakened to all God wants you to do
and to be.
How ipuch money is spent for toys that
Are we well acquainted with the diare soon broken and thrown away by the
vine plan as regards the bringing forth
child, and how much is spent in "big
holily of children, and the training up of
dinners'." Millions of dollars are spent
the same? The salvation of the children
annually in this way for the gratification
of men! We have indeed a momentous
of carnal desires and appetites, and with
responsibility in being God's co-workers,
a desire to please one another instead
wbos§ will is that all men should be
of pleasing God. Who will be willing to
saved, and brought to the knowledge of
take the self-denying way which is the
Him. Not only should we be awake to
only way for Jesus Himself has said, exthe perils and dangers of this age of great
cept we deny ourselves daily and take up
deception and a falling away, but as
our Cross and follow Him we cannot be
much more to the charge to the faithful
His disciples. For verily he pleased not
few of carrying the tidings of salvatiou
"Now when Jesns was born in Bethlehem
of Judea in the days of .Herod the King, behold there came wise men from the east to
Jerusalem. * *And when they were come into
the house they saw the young child with hia
mother and fell down and worshiped bim;
and when they had opened their treasures,
they presented unto him gifts, and frankincense and myrrh."—Matt. 2:1,11.
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unto the uttermost parts of the earth.
Souls are going down to a burntng hell in
multitudes, probably through pur fingers
Are we awake? Do we act our belief?
Can we behold this scene without our
eyes being a fountain of tears, and without our hearts mightily crying unto God?
Mighty God awaken the church from her
stupor! Put on thy strength, even the
Holy Spirit. God has wonderfully prepared and is preparing the field white to
the harvest for centuries. The church
has now even the the blush of sleepiness
of centuries on her face. Many heathen
souls are really searching, but the Gospel
is not sent. Can Jesus present the members of the true church unto the Father
unreproachable for such a stone-hearted
neglect? Unsaved souls are, in a helpless condition, crying for the Word of
God, even here in our own Christian
land.
b
The heathens are saying why did you,
not come sooner. Though many will
not receive it, yet a testimony must be
put against them. What might not our
church do if fully awakened, and would
put on the baptism of the Holy Spirit,
and loosen the bands of her neck.
We may be awakened, but be like Lazarus bound hand and foot. He was
awake, but could not even see. Lord
help us break every b^nd of selfishness,
of Worldliness, and of hard-heartedness
and indifference; many see it, but they
can not perform. Be crucified unto the
world, flesh, and that which is seen, receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit,
even that of love, and you will find the
conflict of flesh over. How easy then to
run the ways of the Lord and not be
weary. How easy to follow Jesus in humility, in poverty, in suffering, in self
denial. Let us awake.

Y I S I T O R .

There's naught in the world can true pleasure brighter discernments of faith and hope
afford,
Bat there'6 peace and content-Dent iu serving the Lord.
0 ! I love him far better then in days of yore,
I'll serve him more truly than ever belore,
I'll do as He bids me, whatever the cost,
I'll be a true soldier, I'll die at my post."

This is the desire of my heart to do as
He bids whatever the cost, and to be a
Christian, it means more than going to
meeting, and give our testimony; it
means that we live true every day of our
lives. For myself, I know I lack much,
but mean by God's help and His assisting
grace to use the talent that Hehasgiven,
not looking at p ist mistakes, but rather
look to Jesus; for if we keep' looking to
Him we will win the prize. I mean to
go forward in His service let people say
what they will.

appear. He feels that God has been
helping him. In doing: God's will he
comes, not only to know the doctrine
of Christ, but to enjoy the sense of his
favor and blessing. He is lifted out of
himself into sympathy with his Lord in
worthy service. He obtains a new insight into the philosophy of experimental
and practical religion. God never intended his people to center thought and
interest wholly upon themselves, either
as respects their personal standing before him or the luxurious enjoyment of
his religion. It is his purpose that the
activities of the new nature shall be
drawn out and properly enlisted in daily
duty and special service, and that spiritual cheer, stimulation, and confirmation
shall follow personal identification with,
and persistence iu, the duties and requirements which he lays down in his
Word and enforces by his providence and
grac,e.—The Presbyterian.

I ask all the dear ones to pray for me.
We can get fresh blessings every day.
Praise His Name.
God's storehouse is continually filled
for you and me. I hope to meet you all
A TONIG FOR DOUBTERS.
in that bright world above, where there
is no sorrow or pain, but where all is
Pastor was staying once in a country
peace and joy.
village where he was to visit a dying
Yours in Christ's service.
woman, lie went to tier and found her
CARRIE DIXON.,
a Christian, ready and willing to die,
Hillsboro Home, Kansas.
but for one thing. She was anxious
about her little children, and begged the
HELD IN SPIRITUAL TROUBLESminister to pray that they might be proNTROSPECTION is often needful. vided for when she was gone.
Together the mother and minister
One ought to know his own spiritual prayed for that one tiling, though they
state. Self-examination is a duty. But knew not how their prayer could be
oftentimes it is hard to determine how auswered in that little village where
the soul is really faring. Many a Uhris- none were rich enough to take upon
tian gets into a desponding mood. He themselves the expense of caring for
calls in the aid of prayer and Scripture, three orphans. The woman died, and
but conditions are not favorable to clear at her funeral the minister spoke of his
solid perceptions and enjoyments. He visit, and of her dying prayer.
feels that the promises are all' right
J. M Y E R S BOS3LER.
A,mong those at the funeral were two
and that God is true, but somehow strangers-a man and his wife—who were
Canton, O.
neither comfort nor assurance are en- passing through the village; and by
joyed, Satan injects all sorts of trouble- chance—as they supposed—they happened
A T E S T 1 M 0 H Y FOE JESUSsome thoughts. I^e tries to believe in, to enter the church at that hour. They
and to rest upon, assurances which have were wealthy and childless, and their
E A R Readers of the V I S I T O R . J have
often been his solace and reliance, but
for some time felt like writing a short he only plunges seemingly into deeper hearfis were touched by the sight of the
lonely little orphans. They took them
testimony for Jesus, and trust His Name water.
to their hearts and home; and so the
may be honored and gjorfied.
What then? He must get out of himIt is about four months since I sought self into working relations with God and mother's prayer was answered.
A yet more striking instance of an£nd found Jesus as-my Savior, and I have his fellowmen.
He must throw new
never been sorry thatTcame toHim with heart and greater zeal into his daily swered prayer was one that came to a
all my heart, and also that I came to work. He must become aosorbed in poor woman in India. She had become
Him when I was young. Praise His- what God wants him to do. Thus he a Christian, accepting God with simple
Name.
finds something to take his thoughts and.absolute faith.
Some time after her conversion
The way is getting brighter contin- off himself and to clarify his vision. He
ually. It pays to serve Him every time: is in the path of duty. He gets grace her child fell sick—so sick that its resome time it may be dark and the road for performance. He has the conscious- covery was very doubtful. Ice was
rugged, but, bless the Lord, His. grace ness of good. He. feels that a divine needed for the little sufferer, but none
is sufficient, for all that trust Him. I Power has been about him and over hfm. was to be had.
" I ' m going to ask God to send ice,"
feel like the hymn says,
He retires at night tired in body, but
It pays to serve Jesua, I speak from my heart with a sense of gratitude. The dark the mother said to the missionary.
He'll ever be with us tf we do our pact,
1 shadows* begta to flee away, itui U«i " O b , but i ou cau't expect* that be ® m
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do that," was the quick reply of the missionary.
"Why not, asked the woman. " H e has
all power, and he loves us. I shall ask
him, and I believe he will send it."
She did ask him, with a faith that
never faltered, aud God honored her
faitli. That very j a y there was a heavy
thunderstorm, and the woman, running
out, with a glad heart, gathered a great
bowlful of hailstones. So He answered the
prayer of this mother also.—Christian Endeavor World.
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with the "Wise men." They wanted
this Ruler. They wanted to find HIM,
and they found Him, not at Jerusalem,
where Herod sought Him; but they had
to turn their backs to Jerusalem in order
to find Him at Bethlehem. Thus, while
the head-knowledge of those who knew
the Scripture was used aeainst Christ,
those who had heart-love were found at
His feet worshipping Him.
This is the interpretation of the question,
as furnished by the context.
But there is more than one application
of it.
'•WHEEEISHE?"
1. We may regard it as being now put
HIS.is tlie first question in the New by God to the world, "Where is HE?"
Testament. I t comes from man and He asks the world today. Where is the
concerns the Savior. Matt. 2:2.
Savior whom I sent? Where is my beThe first question of the Old Testa- loved Son? I sent Him; what have you
m i n t is, "Where art thou?" and it comes done with Him? He is not here! "Where
is he that was born King of the Jews?"
from God to the lost sinner. Gen. 3:9.
Ah! where is He indeed! Acts 4:27
The two questions give the character
gives the answer—"Against Thy holy
of and the key to, the two Covenants.
The object of the Old Testament and child, Jesus * * both Herod, and Pontius
the law was to answer its first question, Pilate with the Gentiles, and the people
and to reveal to the sinner his ruin and of Israel were gathered together:" and
by wicked hands he was crucified and
guilt.
The object of tlie New Testament is to slain. Acts 2:28.
reveal the Savior to the sinner who has
The whole world—and not merely "The
been convicted and taught his need of a Jews"—conspired together to put that
Savior.
Blessed One to death. Jew and Gentile;
But the interpretation of the question king, priests, rulers, and people were
must be first considered, and though we gathered together, and said with one
have no "Christmas Number" it fur- voice: " W e will not have this man."
nishes us with a solemn so-called "ChristAnd yet the world dares to make merry
mas" subject. The birth of the Lord over the commemoration of his birth!
Jesus in Bethlehem was the fulfilment of
What mockery! What insult! What
many promises and many prophecies. profanity! What blasphemy!
But we know how " H e came unto his owii
But heaven breaks in upon all the
and his own received him not." The merry-making with tbissolemn question,
very first question here put is asked with "Where is He?"
the object of seeking His life. So early
True! He was born at Bethlehem
wastne manifestation of hostility to God's He did come into this world, but "Where
only- begotten and well-beloved Son.
is he?"
It was manifested by Herod, who was
Have you ever thought what "Christ"Troubled" at a possible l ival; and many mas-day" must mean in heaven? What
are thus troubled now. For Christ is a it must mean in the sight of God?
rival to the schemes of the church and of
It is the day when lie specially dethe world, who together are seeking to mands, "Where is he?" While .-the
bring about a millennium without Him, world is reminding God of his great gift
and to bring peace to the world without which it has rejected, and will not have.
the "Prince of peace." But such trouble
By their presents and gifts to one anmanifests nothing but man's enmity to other at tlits season they witness against
God's Christ. I t comes from self and themselves and their rejection of God's
briugs neither safety nor deliverance. "unspeakable gift."
Only when trouble comes from God does
The fact that "he is not here" speaks
it lead to aud end in peace.
volumes to the world. Why is he not
The chief priests and scribes were also here? He was here once where is he? "
manifested: for apart from Divine teachAh! the answer is the condemnation of
ing their knowledge of the Scriptures a world which is "Under judgment." It
was placed at the service of Herod, and proves the guilt of the world, and deused to compass the death of the Savior. mands the execut'on of that sentence of
They knew the Scriptures; they turned judgment which has been already passed.
to Micah 5:2, which spoke of the Ruler
Yes! God holds the world guilty of the
coming forth from Bethlehem, but they blood of his Son. He will yet demand
would not have that Ruler nor His rule. an answer to his question, "Where is he?"
They thus stand out in marked contrast[ He hears the voice of that blood which
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cries aloud to heaven, and calls for vengeance more terrible ttian that of Abel.
And soon God will answer its cry and
recompense the world for its awful deed,
aud require of it that blood.
2. But that blood speaks of "Better
things than that of Abel." And the
question comes to the saved sinner—
"Where is he?" And oh! what a flood of
precious truth is poured forth in the
answer
To the sinner saved by grace the question comes, and the answer is: True "he
is not here, for he is risen." I died in
him, and am risen again in him. He is
ascended up into the heavenlies, and I
am there in him. He is seated there
and I am seated in him. "Seated" and
"expecting," as he is. For, thatrejectfd
One, " A f t e r he had offered one sacrifice
for sins for ever, S A T D O W N at the right
hand of God, from henceforth E X P E C T ING." .That is where he is for me, seated
telling me that his work is finished; "expecting," telling me that he is coming
again when his enemies shall have been
placed as a footstool for his feet, and his
saints shall have been exalted to his
throne.
3. And then the first question of the
Bible comes again to the saved sinner, as
it once did to the lost sinner—"Where
art thou?" When it first came it showed
me how "far off" I was from God, Eph.
2:13; and now it comes again to me as
saved by grace, and tells me how near I
am to God, in Christ; "Made nigh" by
that very blood which cries from l*;e
ground for vengeance on the wicked hand
which shed it.
"Where art thou?" comes the question,
and the answer now is—where he is, for
"As be is, so are we in this world."—
1 John 4:17.
Or.ce I. was indeed "far off," but I have
been "made nigh" and can sing with the
heart and understanding:
"A mind at 'Perfect peace' with God,
O! what aword is this;
A sinner reconciled through blood,
This, this indeed is peace.
'•By nature and by practioe far—
How very far from G o d !
Yet now, by grace, brought nigh to Him,
Through faith in Jesus' blood.
" S o nigh, so very nigh to God,
Nearer I cannot be;
For, in the person of His Son,
I am as near as He.
" S o dear, so very dear to God,
More dear I cannot be;
The love wherewith He loves the Son,
Sucbds His love to m e , "

Yes! " A s he is, so are we in this
world."
Is he seated? So are we; at perfect rejfc
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as to sin and sins; entered with boldness
within the veil,witnessing of all the glory
of his Person, and of all the perfection of
his work.
Is he expecting? So are we; expecting
him. Looking for him. Waiting, yea
longing for him.
"Seated"—yet "expecting." A t rest,
and yet reaching out with all our heart
for his coming again.
When we apply this question to ourselves, "Where is he?" this is the answer,
full of blessedness and peace.
When we apply this question to the
world, "Where is he?" we tremble for the
answer which is yet to be given to it.
But while we testify of coming judgment,
we also testify of present grace. For as
yet he is still seated. But "when once
the Son of Man is risen up and hath shut
to the door, and ye begin to stand without and to knock at the door, saying,
"Lord, Lord, open unto us,' and he shall
say unto you, 'I know "ye n o t . ' " Luke
13:25-27.—Things To Come.
F O E THE E V A N E H O A L

VIBITOB.

THE BIRTH OF JESUS.

" F o r unto us a child is b o r n , unto us a son
is g i v e n : and the g o v e r n m e n t shall be upon
His shoulder: and His name shall be called
Wonderful, Counselor, the Mighty G o d , the
Everlasting Father, the P r i n c e

of Peace."—

Isa. 9:6.

N T H E above verse the prophet, lias
foretold the birth of Jesus; he says,
" F o r unto us a child is born, unto us a
son is given," and should we not be very
thankful for the words of the prophet?
How we ought to rejoice that this Son is
iborn unto us.
In the first place,- we can rejoice that
He was born into this world, and while
here upon the earth taught many beautiful lessons, and greatest of all, that He
gave His life a ransom for all. Do we
fully realize the great gift Jesus is to us-?
He left the joys and pleasures of Heaven
and came down into this sinful world,
where he was known as a "man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief." We
find that as soon as He was born into the
world the enemy was. on His track seeking to slay Him, but His life was preserved by His Heavenly Father till His
hour was come wherrHe should beshamefully nailed to the cross and there sacrifice His sinless life for the sins of the
whole world.
Let this thought of the great importance that the .birth of JesuiNias in our
lives be deeply impressed on your minds,
dear readers. Let us for a moment consider the hope we would have if Jesus
would not have been born. We as Gentiles could have liitle hope of entering
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into the kingdom of God; but through
the coining of Jesus in f o the world, the
separation between the Jews and the
other races of mankind was taken away
and the Apostle Paul was enabled to
write these words, "Where there is
neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor
uncircumcision, Barbarian,
Scythian,
bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in
all."—Col. 3:11.
The next thought we get from the
words of the prophet, is the spiritual
sense in which Jesus is born in our hearts,
and has full control of them and has also
become our everlasting Father, our
Counselor, the Mig'ity God and the
Prince of Peace. ' But to you, dear reader, who, as yet have not have not had
Jesus born in your heart, I would say,
wait no longer. Think for a moment
what a happy Christmas you could enjoy
if you would give your heart to Him, and
take Him as your personal Savior.
In the twenty-first verse of the first
chapter of Matt., we find that the angel
of the Lord said, " A n d thou shalt call
His name Jesus: for He shall save His
people from their sins."
How glad we ought to be that this
power was given to Jesus, that He can
save us from our sins, and it seems the
very name, Jesus, signifies the power of
redemption! Oh dear reader, how we
can rejoice for this power of redemption
which is in Christ Jesus, and with loving
heart and outstretched hands He stands
ready to receive us, and forgive us all
our trangressions, and when He has
made us new creatures in Him, set our
feet on the solid rock and cleansed us from
all unrighteousness. He sent His Holy
Spirit, the Comforter, which is to lead
us into all truth. Let us, therefore, dear
readers, take courage and those of us who
are sunk down deep in the miry clay of
sin and unbelief rise to your feet and call
mightily unto this Son who has been
given unto us and whose Name is called
Wonderful. He is able to save to the uttermost; "though your sins be as scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow; though
they be red like crimson they shall be as
wool."—Isa. 1:18.

F o r t h e E ^ ANOI.IOAI, V I B I T O B .

GOD IS MY HIDING PLACE" T h o u art my hiding place; Thou shalt
preserve me f r o m trouble; T h o u shalt c o m pass me about with sougs of d e l i v e r a n c e . " —
Psalm "32:7.

D

E A R r e a d e r s o f t h e VISITOR; I p r a i s e

G(.d for His wonderful blessings, and
leadings. I wish you all the blessing of
God, for I know it is so good to rest and
live under the same: where we can look
up to Him and ask His advice in all
things. I am glad there is room for even
me to hide away in the cleft of the rock
when the troubles and cares of life come
in upon us. I am resting, yes, sweetly
resting, in "the cleft once made for me."
I praise hisNamefor the heavenly shelter
we find in our dear Saviour. I realize I
have a very merciful Saviour. He has
become my hiding place and my keeper
in times of trouble. He knows how to
lead us day by day, so our song will be
a song of deliverance and victory.
My
heart is longing to know more about
Jesus and his lnve, and more of his blest
ways so I may be conformed more and
more to his image. I am glad we have
such a merciful, and faithful high Priest
who cau be touched with the feelings of
our infirmities, also that I am permitted
to come boldly unto a throne of grace.
Praise his Name. I do find grace to help
in time of need.
The Lord led me through the experience of sanctification since I wrote to
you last which is a help to me in many
ways, a yielding up to God took place
in my heart that I never realized before;
a deeper work of grace came to my heart
an^ life which brought such a sweet
nearness of God to my soul and a satisfying portion which makes me satisfied
and contented in my condition whatever
may be God's will for me. He baptised
my soul with his Spirit, and my God
became as a wall of fire round and about
me.
I am thankful for the keeping power
that comes from God. I am also glad for
the healing power that comes to our bodies
from time to time in the hours of affliction.
He is teaching me more and more
how to stand on his promises; and his
Word brings new strength to my soul and
body day by day!
There was such a longing in my heart
to do something for the Lord that "I may
in some small degree return his love
again." The Lord told me I could wash
dishes and do some house work for him,
for all we do shall be done in such a way
that it may be a glory to God. This
made my work so easy and I can feel so
happy as I go about my work. Shortly

To us as followers of this meek and
lowly Nazarene- I would wish you much
'grace that we might always do His whole
will and ever be filled with His love and
praise, and then we might celebrate His
birthday anniversary on Christmas, meditating on the thought of the great importance that the birth of Jesus has in
our lives, that we-may celebrate it as
His true followers and not as the world,
not enjoying ourselves in the flesh but in
the Spirit.
Your brother in Christ.
LEYI P. SHEETZ.
after passing through those sweet exi
Florin, Pa.
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o n e I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee cannot harm us but we must pass through
them to our possessions.
to stand.
by f a i t h . — H e b . 10:38. H e told m e to Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.
" T h e eyes of the Lord are over the righteous and his ears are open unto their prayread the b o o k of J o b and he would s h o w
"When through the deep waters I call thee to ers." Surely we have realized this promise
m e h o w f r a i l 1 am by n a t u r e , and I shall
go,
when we think of what the Lord has been
learn w h a t God can d o f o r his c h i l d r e n .
The
rivers
of sorrow shall not overflow.
doing for us here, both temporal and spiritI did n o t understand t h o s e w o r d s then
as well as I d o now. T h i s is t h e school For I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless, ual. He has provided a nice place of worship. almost paid for, within a few hundred
I am in yet. S h o r t l y a f t e r t h i s t h e h a n d And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress."
dollars, Just to think, almost four thousand
Y o u r Sister in C h r i s t .
of affliction was laid upon me and he was
NANNIE N. STAUFFER,
five hundred dollars given for this home by
m y r e f u g e and s t r e n g t h , and present
God's children, besides also providing for the
help. In m y affliction I c o u l d n o t do t h e
Donegal, Kans.
poor, in clothing and provisions! fciurely
t h i n g s t h a t bad b e c o m e such a pleasure
F o r t h e E V A N G E L I C A L "V I S I T O K .
we know that this is G o d ' s work, f o r which
t o me, b u t here I had t o b e and feel as if
A LETTEB FROM BRO. STOVER.
we want to give him the honor and praise.
I was w o r t h n o t h i n g t o G o d . I would
We now have the building enclosed, but will
pass t h r o u g h tests s o m e t i m e s
which
"We glory in tribulation, also knowing
w o u l d t e a c h m e s o m e d e e p e r lesson of tribulation worketh patience and patience be about three weeks yet until it is finished.
I will make another plea for help to those
p a t i e n c e and h u m i l i t y , b u t 1 k n e w <Jod experience, and experience hope."—Rom.
who have not yet responded and perhaps
was on t h e t h r o n e , and we h a v e a F a t h e r 5:3,4.
were opposed to such a great work. C o n w h o will never f o r s a k e us, b u t will proONSOLATION frequently comes wrapped sider whether the Lord does not require
t e c t and g u i d e us t o t h e end. W h e n he
up in affliction. The glory of the Lord something of us all. A cup of cold water
d i r e c t s o u r path t h r o u g h d e e p waters never appeared brighter to Jacob, than it
given in the name of a disciple, shall not lose
and dark valleys b e p r o m i s e s t o sustain did on the night he made 11 • e God of the
its reward. There is also yet an opportunity
us. W h e n we are laid o n t h e bed of universe His landlord, when he stretohed his
for those who have already responded, as I
sickness i t may seem s e v e r e and a l m o s t wearied body on the cold damp ground,
would like, till the building is finished t o
b e c o m e discouraged b u t J e s u s will c o m f o r t with five stones for his pillow and the starhave it paid for also. So now dear ones ask
his p e o p l e f o r he p r o m i s e s t o bless our spangled .canopy of heaven for his only
the Lord what is your part in the work. Oh
t r o u b l e s and he sanctifies t h e m f o r our covering.
Gen. 28: 10-15. "And Jacob if we could only tell you and you could see
g o o d , p e r h a p s also t o t h e g o o d of others. went out from Beer-sheba and went toward the great need of Mission work here. StarvSo d o n ' t be d i s c o u r a g e d : H i s g r a c e is Haran. And he lighted upon a certain place, ing families to be visited, clothed and fed.
sufficient t o carry us t h r o u g h t h e fiery and tarried there all night, because the sun If there is any doubt in yonr mind about it,
t r i a l s of l i f e if we looV- t o , h i m .
T h e r e was set; and he took of the stones of that come, and I will take you there. Perhaps
is n o t h i n g so s w e e t to t h e c h i l d of G o d place, and put them for his pillows, and lay some of you may think, well it is their own
as t o be able t o lean t r u s t i n g l y o n t h e down in that place to sleep. And he dreamed fault that they are p o o r ! But how can the
e v e r l a s t i n g a r m s of t h e L o r d and he is and behold a ladder set upon the earth, and poor women and children help for what the
a b l e co hold us up: H e is a b l e t o open the top of it reached unto heaven; and be- drunken fa'hers d o ?
a way when we see no w a y .
hold the angels of God ascending and deWe need to have our lamps trimmed and
G o d had three w a y s t o c o m f o r t m e cending on it. And behold the Lord stood
shining brightly to enter these dark places.
t h r o u g h my afflictions w i t h his promises. above it, and said, I am the Lord God of
Our Sunday school is largely composed of
H o w ready we should b e t o v i s i t t h e sick Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac;
children out of 6ueh homes. Three weeks
f o r t h e y need our presence, o u r h e l p , o u r * * * and behold I am with thee, and will
ago we had one hundred and two scholars,
prayers and our kind w o r d s of c o m f o r t . keep thee in all places whither thou goest,
Sunday after, seventy-seven, and last Sunday
T h o u g h I w a s u n a b l e t o read or w r i t e God and will bring thee again into this land, for I
eighty-eight. This is about the average athad o t h e r ones t o read and w r i t e f o r me, will not leave thee until I have done that
tendance and it is quite a task to keep these
and s o m e t i m e s God w o u l d w r i t e w i t h whioh I have spoken to thee o f . "
poor unlearned children in order. RememWhile the stones flew about Stephen's ears
his o w n hand for m e w h e n necessary.
ber me in your prayers, as I need much grace
W h e n he saw t h a t my f a i t h was a l m o s t the heavens were opened to his eyes. Acts
to work with such poor little ones. Dear
s i n k i n g he would w r i t e on t h e wall in 7:59, 60, "And they stoned Stephen while
brethren, do not think hard of me for pleadb r i g h t g l o w i n g letters t h e very promises he was calling upon God, and saying Lord
ing f o r help so often, as the work belongs to
I w o u l d need f o r t h a t t i m e . A f t e r I Jesus receive my spirit, and he kneeled down the Lord, and to you as well as to me. Jesus
would h a v e t h e m c o m m i t t e d t o memory and cried with a loud voice, lay not this sin says if we ask we shall receive. May the
to their charge, and when he said this he fell dear Lord bless all the dear brethren andt h e y w o u l d disappear.
asleep." Dear brethren and sisters, let us sisters and keep them from all evil is the
How comforting to t h i n k our names
take an example of these old patriarchs, let very desire of my heart. Sincerely
your
are w r i t t e n in heaven in b r i g h t letters
us look beyond these trials which wo will g o b r o t h e r .
PETER STOVER.
t h a t glow.
through, if we follow our Lord and SaVior.
Philadelphia Mission, 3423 N. 2nd St.
I will refer you t o a f e w of t h e p r o m - Let us rejoice when we are persecuted. For
ises t h a t G o d w r o t e f o r m e ; p e r h a p s t h e y this is the way to glory, we cannot go there F o r t h e E V A N G E L I C A L V I B I T O B .
may
help s o m e
one.
2 Tim.
2:3; on flowery beds of ease, but we will go
THE NEW BIRTH.
H e b . 12:2; St. J o h n 14:18; Jer. 33:3; R o m . through fiery trials. Let us be patient
8:18. I am t h a n k f u l t h a t G o d saw fit t o therefore brethren, unto the coming of our
CONCLUDED.
l i f t t h e hand of a f f l i c t i o n . M y h e a r t Lord, let us not grudge one against another,
W I L L refer the reader to part/ of t h e
g o e s o u t f o r all w h o are p a s s i n g t h r o u g h lest we feel condemned, behold the judge
5th c h a p t e r of M a t t h e w .
affliction. " A l l t h i n g s w o r k t o g e t h e r f o r stands before the door.
" J e s u s w e n t u p i n t o a m o u n t a i n :and h i s
Whenever God
g o o d t o those w h o l o v e t h e L o r d . "
afflicts us let us always remember, it is to d i s c i p l e s c a m e t o h i m : and he opened h i s
"Fear not I am with thee, 0 be not afraid 1
humble us, therefore let us glory in affliction, m o u t h and t a u g h t t h e m saying, Blessed
For I am thy God and will still give thee aid; and tribulation, for we are assured that they are t h e poor in Spirit; f o r t b e i r ' s is t b f
periences the

Lord

spoke

to me

morning saying, "Now the just shall live
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kingdom of heaven." This is one trait
of the character of one who is born of
God. And it is a positive fact that all
those traits of character here mentioned
in this chapter, must be manifest in one
who is born of the Spirit. In the first
place when the sinner is drawn by the
Father, he becomes sensible of the fact
that he is lost, and condemned already:
"He that believeth not, that Jesus is the
Christ, is condemned already" (in the
present tensp) and "he that believeth as
the Scripture hath said," is saved (in the
present tense.) But God offered him (the
sinner) the living faith in the Son of God
who has made an atonement, yes, a finished work on Calvary. Now when the
sinner takes hold of the rope of faith,
which the Father offers to him as a gift,
(not by any acquired means on the sinner's part) he can look to tlie Cross in
faith oelieving, and view Jesus, and hear
him say, " I have paid all your debt," and
this is the means to make him poor in
Spirit.
A certain writer says, "one cannot get
spiritual power from God until he really
sees his spiritual poverty." That is why
it is so hard to interest people, and show
them their total depravity. Dear reader,
I will bring an object lesson before you.
S'jppose a man has totally failed in his
financial business, and can't acquire any
means to pay his debts; and a good friend
would come to visit him,and would say"I
presume by what I hear, that you have
failed, is it true?" "Yes, only too true,
but what shall I do? my debt is so great,
I am laboring hard under this burden "
"Well," the good friend would say, " I see
you can't pay your large indebtedness,because you are more than covered with
judgment; but I came expressly to pay
your debt. Can't you believe it?" The
one who had failed would say, "Oh!
how can I believe such a wonderful
favor?" Well the good friend would say,
" I can't do anything for you unless you
stop laboring in trying to acquire means
to pay your debts." So in a spiritual
sense, Christ has paid our debt on Calvary. If we are thoroughly drawn by
the Father, and see our total depravity,
(our spiritual docket covered with judgment) it will have a tendency in a general way to make us labor under the load of
guilt. This laboring at this injunction
has the meaning that the laboring one
tries to acquire means ^o pay his debts;
but Jpsus says, "come unto me and I will
give you rest." This proves to our minds
that, those laboring ones had not yet
been at the right place fpr Jesus to give
them rest. Jesus meant to say, stop laboring and look to me in faith believing
and your heavy burden will fall. "Whosoever shall fall upon that stone shall be

broken; but on whomsoever it shall fall, live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me;
it will grind him to powder."—Luke and the life which I now live in the flesh
I live by the faith of the Son of God, who
20:18.
Now dear reader, let us investigate the loved me and gave himself for me. I do
"New Birth" of Saul of Tarsus. He was not frustrate the grace of God: for if
a learned man, well read in the Mosaic righteousness camt by the Law, then
Scriptures, and thought he understood Christ is dead in vain."—Gal. 2:20,21.
them rightly, journeyed towards Damas"For we are all the children of God by
cus with letters of authority from the faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of us
high priest, that if he found any that as have been baptized into Christ have
called on the name of Jesus, he would put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor
take them bound to Jerusalem to be pun- Greek, there is neither bond nor free,
ished. But as he came near to Damascus there is neither male nor female: for we
suddenly there shined round about him a are all one in Christ Jesus."—Gal. 3:
light fri iri heaven; and he fell to the 26-28.
earth, and heard a voice saying unto him,
Dear reader, by God's grace, I have
"Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me, proved by God's infallible truth, that man
and he said, who art thou, Lord?" (Thou by nature cannot acquire any means
assist
iu the new birth.
God
hast struck me down to the earth with to
thy mighty power against my will, for alone hath the acquired means to bring
my will was determined in my mad ca- about the profound restoration.
reer.) "And the Lord said, I am Jesus
"What was lost in Adain is restored in
whom thou persecutest," etc. Saul of Christ."
Tarsus became blind, and needed some
A few more thoughts
on this
one to lead him, and he was led to Da- important subject, and I will close. See
mascus, into the street "which is called first epistle of John 2:9,10. "Whosoever
straight;" and behold it was said, "he is born of God doth not commit sin; for
his seed remaineth in him: and he canprayeth."
No doubt Saul often prayed a large not sin, because he is born of God. In
Pharasaical, self-righteous prayer, but this the children of God are manifest,
after he got struck blind by the power of and the children of the devil." The inGod he became poor in spirit, and saw his quiry of some may be, how can these
poverty. And within those three days things be? The salvation is easy; the
in the street which is called Straight he •will of God's children is determinpd to do
went through the ordeal of the new good (because God has made it a good
tree.) However on the other hand, the
birth and was baptized with the Holy
will of the devil's children is determined
Ghost and with tire. We find in Revelato do evil; (because the devil has made it
tions, that it was written to the church
an evil tree.) Dear reader, if we are born
of Smyrna, that God knew their works,
of God, and have entered in by the door
and tribulation and poverty, (but thou
into the sheep fold Jesus says; "my sheep
art rich) God giving them this witness.
hear my voice, and I know them, and they
We find in all places, and ages of the
follow me: and I give unto them eternal
world, that where people had been drawn life; and they shall never perish, (Glory!)
by the Father, and saw their fallen con- neither shall any man pluck them out of
dition, and poverty, it had the tendency my hand:" hallelujah!
to make them "poor in spirit."
"My Father, which gavetliem me, is
Except a man be "born from above,"
he cannot see the kingdom of heaven; greater than all; and no man is able to
but after Ananias laid his hands on Saul pluck them out of my Father's hand."
there fell off his eyes as it were scales Hallelujah, Amen! John 10:27 28.29.
Jesus says, "Every plant which my
and he became seeing. However before
the mighty power of God was wrought heavenly Father hath not planted, shall
in him, he could not see into the king- be rooted up."—Matt. 15:13.
dom of heaven; but now he accepts Christ
as a finished work of Calvary.
And straightway Paul went and
preached Christ at Damascus, and proved
by Moses and the Prophets that Jesus
was the very Christ, and his preaching
became to the Jews a stumbling-block,
and to the Greeks foolishness:but to them
that believed, his preaching was the
power of God unto salvation from sin!
Glory! And Paul through this salvation
from sin, which he received from God as
a gift could proclaim with authority; " I
am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I

j . s. i».
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SPECIAL

FUND.

Maggie Brubaker, Morrill, Kan
$ 1 00
H. Landis
2 00
Garrett, Ind. (collection)
27 00
A. Haller, Springvale, Ont
2 00
Hannah Baker, Buffalo, N.Y
2 00
8. W. Sollenberger, Kas
2 00
Rosenbank, Kas.(Thanksgiving, coll.) 28 40
Newbern, Kan (Thanksgiving c o l l . ) . . 23 00
E. Winger, Wardsville, Ont
4 CO
Sister Reichard, Fordwich, Ont
5 00
Belle Springs,Kan (Thanksgiving coll) 18 I t
Two Sisters, Gurmley, O u t . , . .
12 00
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FUND.

Shippensburg, Pa
Polo, 111
Gormley, Ont
INDIA

ORPHAN

Y

I

S

the best of order. Surely it will be God's
$1 00 house. May God still direct His people is
2 00 our prayer.
PETEE STOVES
)
5 00
AMOS L E H M A N ,
Committee.

[

s. G. ENGLE, T r e a s )

FUND.

B. M. Greencastle, Pa
Mrs. D. B., Erie, 111
A Brother, North Enid, Okla:
FOREIGN MISSION
FUND.
356 Ramona, K a s . j
i.
357 Grandfather
358 Grandmother
359 Gormley, Ont

PHILADELPHIA MISSION-

$1 00
3 00
50

00
5 00
5 00
13 00

PUFPAL0MISSI0N.
DONATIONS.

A free will offering was made by the Bertie
Brethren, Ont.j for painting the Mission
building.
The surplus was donated
$ 2 65
MIBB Harriet Rhodes, Clarence Centre
N. Y . . .
50
Bro. Levi Wenger, Clarence Centre
N. Y
1 00
Sister Fannie Heise, Clarence Centre,
N. Y
5 00
Sister Emma Martin, Clarence Centre'
N. Y.
2 00
Bro: MelvinSider, Buffalo, (for board)
8 00
Bro. Henry Heise, Victoria Square,
Ontario..,
5 00
Sister Leah Cober, Gormley, Ont
1 00
Bro. C. Heise, Victoria Square, Ont..
5 00
A Brother, in Jesus Name, Gormley,
Ontario
5 00
Sister Mary Macklin, Gormley, Ont.
25
Sister Miller,Gormley, Ont
1 00
A Bro. and Sister in Jesus Name,
Bethesda , Ont
5 00
A Bro. and Sister in Jesus Name,
Gormley, Ont
5 00
Bro. Frank Atkinson, Gormley, Ont.
1 00
Bro. Peter Stover, Gormley, Out
1 00
Sister Hoover, (widow) Gormley, Ont,
1 00
Sister Maggie Farmer, Gormley, Ont.
25
Bro. Levi Shell, Gormley, Ont
. 1 00
Bro. Louis Shell, G o r m l e y , O n t . . . . . . .
25
Bro. Andrew Haller, Springvale, Out.
1 00
Sister Farmer, (widow) Gormley Ont.
25
Two little boys, Johnathan and Edwin
Hamaker, their Mission money,

Rep art of building committee of Phila.
M : ssion.
'
Previous report
$ 1521 00
P. H. Bert, Moonlight, Kans
2 50
J. M. Sheets, Moonlight, Kans
5 00
S. H. Bert, Moonlight, Kans
2 00
A. M. Engle, Moonlight, Kans
50
Fanny Barnes, Moonlight, Kans.
5 00
Katio Bollinger, Moonlight, Kans.
50
Ayas Bollinger, Moonlight, Kans.
10
Alma Bollinger, Moonlight, Kans.
10
8 B Grove, Moonlight, Kans
1 00
E. Daniel, Moonlight, Kans
25
S L Lady, Moonlight, Kans
50
C. H. Naylor, Moonlight, K a n s . . .
1 00
Zion Sunday SchooJ, Kansas,
11 00:
J. H. Wageman
50
C. 0. Hensel,
50,
E H Martin,
2 00
Micheal Page,
50
Samuel Page,
50.
M Brandt,
2 00
Magdalene Hunsberger, Caladonia,
2 00
H H Heisey, Mercerburg, Pa
5 00
Mary Grove, Caldwell, Kans. }
Louisa Gingrich,Mulgrave,Ont [• . .
19 00
Cash, Casanova, Va.
) ..
Logan, Pa
100
Maria Ausherman, Ramona, Kan.
1 00
T w o little girls, Gormley, Ont
09
Sunday School, Newbern, Kan
21 00
Sister L j d i a Gingrich, Preston, Ont.
1 00
Cumberland Co., District, Pa
14 00
Sister Leotie Winger, Buffalo, N. Y . . .
1 00
Francis Heisey, Cashtown, O n t , . .
1 00
Philena Dambaugh, East PetersTotal
$ 55 24
burg Pa
1 00
EXPENSES.
Father Lutz, Dallas Center, Iowa.
50
55
Jno. Lutz, Dallas Center, I o w a . . . .
£0 5 gal. of coal oil
11 50
Jno. Good, Dallas Center, I o w a . .
60 2 tons of coal
60
Samuel Good, Dallas Center. Iowa
1 00 Window glass
55
YVm. Deemey, Dallas Center, Iowa
1 00 5 gal. of coal oil
H. H. Garwick, Dallas Center, Iowa
4 50 Provisions etc for house use, street
car fare
12 29
A Brother, Stevensviile, Ont
2 00
A Brother. Florin, Pa.,
3 00
Total
| 25 49
North Franklin, District, Pa
6 00
Balance on hand
89 09
As we write out our report we feel to say
Total
$1639 45
As the money is now needed and there are praise the Lord. His Word is ever true.
some subscriptions which are unpaid, we The prophet Isaiah says, 26:3. "Thou wilt
ask that all such subscriptions be sent in.
keep him in perfect peace whose mind is
A. revival meeting is to begin on Deo. 4, stayed on thee, because he trusteth in thee"
and we ask prayers for their success. The Amen.
home will be convenient in all respects, and in
I have just returned from the Markham
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district, Ont., having our dear Bro. A. O.
Wenger and wife of Pa., in company. We
spent eleven days, we trust profitably. The
glorious revival, the result of our dear
brother J. R. Z o o k ' s labors just preceded
onr visit. May the dear lambs be fed and
the sheep led into the rioh pastures of divine
graoe. We pray that brotherly love may
continue. Our report is evidence of their
liberality toward the work of this place.
Others of the dear ones retnembered me in
g i v i n g an offering toward my expenses. I
M a y the Lord
feel very thankful to them
reward them richly is our prayer. We submit onr work in Jesus' Name.
JOHN p . AND CATIE A. MYERS.
25 Hawley St., Buffalo, N. Y. Nov.,^7 1902.

REPORT OF THE, COMMITTEE OF THE
BRETHREN'S FIRE AID.
STATEMENT
WITFL T H E

or

LOSSES

AMOUNTS

SUSTAINED
5

BY MEMBEBS

DISTEIBUTED

BY

THE

COMMITTEE.

March 4, Bro. 8. R . Smith, Harrisburg
Pa., for damage by fire to Noodle
factory
1'.
$ 50 00
May 28, Bro. Henry Tobias, Dickinson County, Kans., for destruction
by fire of barn and granery. Fire
is supposed to have been caused
by ohildren
250
June 6, Bro. J. N. G o o d , Dallas Center, Iowa, for stock killed by lightning....:
30
Aug. 10, Bro. Samuel Whisler, Richland County, Ohio, for 2 head of
cattle killed by lightning.
60
Aug. 26, Bro. Euos Sheetz, Moonlight, Kans., for 1 head of stock
ktjled by lightning
10
Sept. 27, Bro, Edward Hess, Franklin
• Qouuty, Pa. for destruction of barn
by fire, oause of fire unknown 478
Oct. 24, Bro. Jaoob Hoover, Richland
county, Ohio, house destroyed by
fire, cause, spark on roof
900
Interest oa money borrowed during
year to pay losses, j
18
Expenses f o r stamps, eto
5

00

00

00

00

00

00
00
00

Total
$ 1801 00
On Saturday N o v . 22nd, the house and
barn of Bro. Jno. Shultz, Maytown, Pa.,
were struck by lightning doing considerable
damage, but the fire was extinguished by
the prompt aotion of the family and neighbors, so that very little loss was sustained.
On Mardh 4th 1901, the balance in the
hands of the treasurer was $50.19. In order
that interest may be saved and all losses
promptly met the committee decided, at a
meeting held Nov. 22, to levy a tax of $1.50
per M (thousand) which, if all paid in, will
bring in $2557.00 which, with the balance
above mentioned, will put into the treasury
$2607.19, less the amount of loss during the
year, $1801, leaving a balance of $806.19.
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worship with them once again. On
account of the inclement weather
The committee also especially requests the meetings were not largely at
that one or more of the members of every dis- tended, but however we had a joyous
trict be present at next General Conference,
and a glorious service in the Lord,
1903, as there are several matters of import
finding God's little ones filled with
ance to be taken under advisement. There
are in all 33 districts, and the oommittee the Spirit and hopeful.
Oo Oct., 10 a series of meetings
takes this way to convey the information and
requests unto all the districts and expects were commenced at the Gormley,Ont.
they will respond nobly.
meeting house and continued about
( H. B. Musser Florin, Pa.,Treas. four weeks.
In these meetings I
Committee. ] M. 8 . Seachrist, Mt. Joy, Pa.
formed
many
neev acquaintances
( B. a . Nnissley. Mt. Joy. Pa.
B. O. Musser, Mt^ Joy,Pa. Sec which I remember with pleasure.
Many sinners sought the Lord and
DES MOINES MISSION.
found Him, and God's people were
greatly refreshed by the Holy Ghost
Report f r o m Oct. 1 to Dec. 1, 1902.
which was poured out upon them.
RECEIPTS.
$2 00
Maria Ausherman, Ramona, Kan
On Nov. 11, we opened a series of
D. E. Bechtel, Canton, O
t. 2 00 meetings at Sippo, O.
Here I also
5 00 found warm hearts, and enlarged the
Ezra and Amanda Gish, Florin,Pa
25 00 list of Christian names in the sweet
In His Name, Englewood, 0
Barbara Miller, Polo, 111
memory of my soul. Bro. John
Jennie Shirk, Shannon, 111
Carver of Buffalo, N. Y. came to our
David HeiBe, Bethesda, Ont . . . . . . . .
assistance and proved a great help
Albert Williams, Gormley, Ont
to the meetings.
Sister Hunt, Gormley, Ont. •... v . . . . . .
Some of the Brethren and Sisters
In His Name, Gormley, Ont
of near Canton, O., and of SmithIn His Name, Victoria Square.
ville attended the meetings. A numProceeds of a donation of noodles
given by Bro. 8. R. Smith and sold
ber of sinners were converted and
by Geo. Detwiler, Abilene, Kan
9 20
many encouraged in the ways of the
Total
$64 20 Lord.
EXPENSES.
We join in extending our love to
Balance due Mission Oct. 1 . . . . . . . . . . $18 00 all the dear readers.
Fuel, f o r church and house
17 50
Pray for us.
The committee decided to have one assessment every year, thereby saving interest.

Eatables, gasoline, oar fare, etc
Balance due Mission, Dec. 1

48 50
19 80

HOME AGAIN.
F T E R an absence of two months
in evangelistic work I take
pleasure in submitting our Mission
report; and because of my abscence
the monthly report did not appear
in Nov., so this report covers two
months from Oct. 1 to Dec. 1. W e
are so grateful for the liberal donations made, and while there is a little
deficit it will be noticed that the
actual expenses for the two months
have almost been met.
W e suppose it is understood why
our expenses are much heavier in
the winter months than the summer.
In the summer we supply many of
our table needs from the garden and
have no fuel bills to pay excepting
a little for cooking purposes. During my absence I was delighted to
participate in a love feast at Polo,
111. on October 4 and 5, and meet
the dear saints of tb»t place and
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J. R. AND ANNA ZOOK.
FOB

T H E EVANGELICAL

VIBTOB.

AN ADMONITION.
E A R saints scattered abroad, greetings. I have been impressed for
some time to write and will now obey.
First I wish to praise the Lord for his
keeping power and for the joy and peace
he gives me, and that he took the world
out of me and placed my affections on
him and giveis me a burden for the lost of
earth.
Chapter 4:15 of 1 Corinthians has been
impressed on my mind! "For though ye
have ten thousand instructors in Christ
yet have ye not many fathers."
Truly we areliving in times when there
are many instructors who are saying
"Lo, here is Christ, and lo there he^is."
We need to stay by the Word. Many
who once had good experiences and believed in the plain old way are today
taking up pride and other things not consistent with the Word of God. My heart
has been crying cut lately for God to
raise up more spirit-filled fathers and
mothers in Israel who will not only teach

D

the plain way but b e filled with the,
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Spirit. While we should keep in the
plain way yet we need to be sanctified
and filled with the Spirit to do the whole
'will of God. I sometimes wonder i'f
Jesus tarries awhile longer and things
keep going like t'hey have been, will he
find faith on the earth when he comes?
Parents raising their children in all the
pride of the world and making loud professions; and some who believe in plainness are heaping it on their children.
Brethren let us be living witnesses
known and read of all men; where we
have the assurance in our souls and the
love of God in our hearts. Your brother.
DAVID EYSTER.

Thomas, Okla.
For

the EVANGELICAL

"VIBITOB.

"THE 00VEBING—WHAT IS IT?"
T R A C T with the above caption
was handed to the undersigned.
And upon careful examination he
saw it contained some plausible arguments against the wearing of it by
Christian women.
The question
arises as to what Paul meant by the
"covering." Did he mean an artificial covering, or the hair? The
latter, contends the writer of the
tract above referred to. Let us examine the contention.
First. The writer declares that
the thiDgs he wrote concerning "the
covering" were revealed to him by
the Holy Spirit and God's word.
This in itself challenges our investigation. Arguing from this revelation he charges "hundreds, yes
thousands of souls" to be "in bondage to this idol or form worship.''''
Now this is a serious charge. Is it
true? While the indictment is a
sweeping one, nevertheless it will
not hurt us, especially the sisters
who are more specifically concerned,
to examine ourselves. It may be
that 6ome are relying too much on
but the mere form. However, I have
no doubt but that, very few sisters
who wear a "covering," which I consider is proper for Christian women
to do, inform themselves sufficiently
as to the spiritual import of the testimony, or the underlying principle
of the Apostle's argument.
According to my judgment it would be a
sorry day when the simple people
who adhere to this testimony put
away the plain white cap. Nevertheless, it is well to have things
shaken, "so that the things whicji
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cannot be shaken may remain."
A
faith, a testimony, au actiou, a character that cannot bear investigation
is very fragile. The glory of the
Christian faith and testimonies, however, is that they can stand trial.
Blessed be God! Christ's gospel
has been on trial for 1900 years;
and, so far, though under severe
cross examination that brought the
rack, the axe, the cord and the stake
into play during these centuries, to
extract the genuineness of it, its
witnesses still remain unshaken in
the vital testimonies thereof. The
things iu which they have mostly
been shaken are those necessary to
their progress and establishment- in
in the truth. It is true that even
yet there are mauy things clinging
to us from our old Adamic nature,
and that "received by vain tradition
from our fathers," which the sooner
they are out of our way the better.
But E X C E L S I O R ever remaint the
Christian's motto.
The writer of the tract remarks,
that there are several religious bodies who deny church fellowship to
those who (though they may be
God's dear children), do not see
their way clear to adopt the plain
covering in time of worship. It is
to be regretted that such a course
has become uecessary. One consolatiou is, however, that heaven, salvation and blessed communion (with
or without the "covering") need not
be denied those who do not see as
we do all the principles of the gospel. It is not our knowledge of
things spiritual that saves ns, but
simple faith in Jesus—obedionce to
manifested light. It remains with
the Author of our salvation (a fact
to be thankful for)to determine such
matters between Himself and the
souls He has created. But unless there
is common action and mutual understanding on certain detiued principles and convictions of the gospel
on the part of a company of Christians, who band themselves together
for a common cause, congenial to
their mutual edification, where is
the order and harmony essential to
their existence as
representative
witnesses for Jesus? In our weak
state of discipleship, it is true, we
have not learned as we should,' on
.account of our immature state as
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Christians, to bear the infirmities,
blindness or unwillingness of our
still weaker brethren aud sisters of a
common faith. Where we err when
we purpose it for His glory, He will
forgive us. W e may be blameless
though not faultless in this as in
other respects.
But now more specifically with
the question at issue. The writer
of the tract above referred to makes
a point by asserting, that in "the
four gospels" Jesus says nothing
concerning the "covering."
Well
neither does He say anything about
the abrogation of the law of Moses
"contained in ordinances,"such as circumcision etc.,which things were imposed until a time of reformation,until "the bringing in of a better hope,
which would make the comers thereunto perfect." He told His disciples
before His death that He had many
things to say which they could not
bear at that time; but when He, the
Spirit of Truth, should come, He
would bring to their remembrance all
things He had spoken to them; and,
moreover, would show them things
in the future. Not that all things
written in the Bible are essential to
salvation, or our standing in Christ.
The latter is a free gift conditioned
only upon our acceptance of Jesus,
believing ou aud surrendering our
wills to Him; but these little details
and additions to our faith are essential to our progress iu the Christian
life—to a growth in grace, increase
iu knowledge and establishment iu
the Truth, without which we are
apt to get into many a snare of the
enemy. Notwithstanding
all the
help we receive in the epistles etc.,
yet how mauy do get into the the
enemy's snare. And why? Because
of carelessness and lack of appreciation of opportunities.
The subject of the "covering" has
been so ably and so often discussed
by its adherents that it is not necessary at this time to thresh over old
straw. But it might be pertinent
to call the attention of the readers,
especially of those not grounded in
their convictions on this doctrine,
to the interpretation of eminent
Bible scholars regarding the plain
statements of the Apostle in the 11th
chapter of 1st Corinthians concerning his meaning f»g to the "pover^
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i o g . " It must be remembered that
these commentators cited are not iu
membership with any of the plain
bodies which believe Paul had reference NOT to the hair as the "covering" he enjoined, but to an artificial
one. These commentators are of
world-wide reputation, representing
various religious bodies and renowned for scholarship aud Biblical
criticism. Hence, their testimony
is the more effective.
Jamieson, Fausset and Br^wn in
their commentary (American Edition, S. S. Scranton & Co., Hartford,
publishers) pp '283-284, make the
matter plain as it appears to them.
Commenting on the phrase: "All one
a3 if she were si a / e n " iu 1st Cor.
11:5, they say: " A s woman's hair is
given her by nature, as her covering
(v 15), to cut it off like a man, all
admit would be indecorous; therefore
to put away the headcovering, too,
would be similarily indecorous.
It
is natural to her to have long hair
for her covering; she ought, therefore, to add the other (the wearing
of a head covering) to show, that
she does of hor own will that which
nature itself teaches she ought to do,
in token of her subjection to man."
Again, commenting on the 13th vs.,
they quote from Bengel as follows:
" B y rejecting the emblem of subjection
(the head-covering) she
passes at one leap in praying publicly beyond both the man aud
angels." Furthermore, iu speaking
ou the 15 vs., of woman's hair being
given her for a covering, they quote
Bengel again, saying: "Not that she
does not need additional covering.
Nay, her long hair shows she ought
to cover her head as much as possible. The will ought to accord
with nature."
Conybeare and Howson iu their
" L i f e and Epistles ofSt. Paul ( P e o ple's Edition) p 445, translates 1
Cor. 11:3-6 as follows: "But I would
have you know that Christ is the
head of every man, and the man is
the hoad of the woman, as God is
the head of Christ. If a man should
pray or prophesy in the congregation with a veil over his head, he
would bring shame upon his head
(by wearing the token of subjection). But if a woman prays or
ppopbeeies with iiPF
unveiled,
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she brings shame upou her head, cts
much as she that is shaven. I say,
if she cast off her veil, let her shave
her head at once; but if it be shameful
for a woman to be shorn or shaven,
let her keep a veil upon her head;"
and then for the character of the
veil or hood, they refer the reader in
a footnote to Canon Stanley. Their
explanation is so patent that there
is 110 need to add further to what
they have to say.
Smith's Bible Dictionary on the
word VEIL has this to say: "Among
tilt Jews of the New Testament age,
it appears to have beeu customary
for the women to cover their heads
(not necessarily their faces) when
engaged in public worship."
Geikie, auihor of^'Hours with the
Bible," in his "New Testament
Hours," vol. 8, p 17(5, has the following 1o say in comment of the
"covering:" "The covering mentioned by Paul, as used by the women, is described as a mantle, but
he, no doubt, intends the ordinary
Greek peplum, which v as used as a
hood. It was, in fact, aiargeshawl,
in many cases covering the whole
person, so that it could be easily
thrown over the head when a 'veil'
was required. The Corinthian 'sisters' had, however, taken it upon
themselves to dispeuse with it as a
head-covering, in the meeting of the
'church;' thinking, perhaps, that, as
distinction of sexes was unknown before. Christ, it was beneath the dignity of their new position, to wear,
even before men, what they might
regard as a badge of inferiority;
however appropriate it might be to
a heathen wife or maiden,"
Among the definitions of "COVEK"
given in Cruden's Concordance, one
is to veil, and for proof of this he
refers to 1 Cor. 11:0; and under the
head of "VEIL," the same author defines it as "a curtain, or cover, which
the Jewish women wore over their
heads and faces, in token of modesty,
of reverence, and subjection to their
husbands, Gen. 24:65; 1. Cor. 11:8,
6,7, 10."
Robinson in his "Bible Encyclopedia," p 912, under the head of
VEIL defines it as a garment or
mantle worn by females; and commenting on 1 Cor. 11:10 he says it
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was an "emblem of power or honor
and of dignity.1''
The following commentaries speak
of the "covering" in the 11th of 1
Cor. as that of an artificial "veil" or
"shawl" or "kerchief" or "mantle"
or "symbol of authority" to be worn
by the woman; and for proof of my
statement I give the page and vol.,
or both:
Matthew Henry, vol. 6, pp. 1046,
1047; Hodge, pp. 210, '211; Butler's
"Bible Work," pp. 314,315; August
Meyer's—translation from German
— pp. 247-257; Bnrkitt's "Expository Notes," Yol. 2, p. 178; Whedon's, Vol. 4, pp. 82,83; Bloomfield's
Greek Testament (being the Greek
text with notes) Yol. 2, p. 140. Also
Authon's "Greek Classical Dictionary of Antiquities," p. 226, gives a
description and a picture of the
"covering" enjoined by Paul in 1
Cor. 11th chapter.
And many more authors and Biblical scholars,. who are unbiased in
the matter, could be cited, such as
Adam Clark aud Alfred Barnes in
their commentaries, who I am informed on good authority, agree with the
foregoing; but I am unable at this
time to investigate them for myself,
so as to give page and volume.
All these manifest that Paul referred NOT to the woman's hairiu enjoining her to be covered in worship, but
to an artificial or "veil" covering. Iu
fact, I am not aware of any author
of note who interprets the Apostle
to mean anything less than an artificial covering. With all due respect to those who may honestly
differ in this or any other plain statein int of fact recorded in the Bible,
we must at the same time endeavor
to be true to the Apostolic thought
in the matter.
I. J. KANSOM.
You ask how can I get this love
and obedience. There is only one
ai swer. We kflowthat we love Him
when we know He loves us; and we
know He loves us when we see Him
dying on His cross. So here is the
ladder that starts down in the miry
c! y of the horrible pit,and fastens its
golden hooks on His throne. The
first round is, Behold the dying
Christ and His love to me, The
second is, Let that Love melt my
heart into sweet responsive love.

The third is, Let my love mould my
life into obedience.
And
then
Christ, and God in Him will give
me a fuller knowledge and a deeper
love,Jand make His dwelling with
me. And then there is only one
step left, and that will laud us by
the throne of God, and in the many
mansions of
the Father's house
where we shall make our abode with
Him for evermore.—Sel.
For the Evangelical Visitor.

COUNTING ALL THINGS JOY.
"My brethren count it all j o y when ye fall
intp divers temptations," etc.— James 1: 2.

HEN we have reached the
point where we- can count all
things joy for Christ's sake, whether
iu time of prosperity or iu time of
adversity, we have reached the
place where we can enjoy the hidden
treasures and reap the benefits of a
Christian warfare. The hidden mysteries can be revealed by way of
real blessings and outpourings of
the Holy Spirit.
Maty can rejoice when everything
goes well, but when the billows of
life begin to roll high, and trials
and troubles come iu like a flood,
then they give way to depression
of the enemy and to accusations, and
to worrying aud fretting, until there
is no victory left.
But not so if we look upon the
bright side of everything, and when
all is darkness all around, our spiritual life is kept up by keeping oi.r
eyes upon the Lord, and acknowledging His gracious blessirgs even
in the darkest hour; aud can say as
of old "Thou shalt rejoice in every
good thing which the Lord thy God
giveth unto thee and uu'.o thine
house."—Deut. 26:11.
We never pass through a fiery
trial, nor see an hour so dark, but
what there is something to praise
God for;' some blessingo He is bestowing. Sometimes when our attention
is attracted by the enemy iu a dark
hour of trial it would seem as if
God was afar off and had withdrawn
all His blessings; but yet when we
turn our eyes heavenward and begin
to consider what wonderful blessings
He is continually bestowing upon
us, though for a time the enemy
may seem to have the best of the
situation, yet we know that " H e that
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is in us is greater than he that is in
the world," and we can rejoice in
that if nothing else. When the
enemy is throwing his darts from
every side, we can praise God for
life, for friends; or if friends have
forsaken us, we can praise Him for
the privilege of praying for our
enemies. There is always something
for which to be thankful, and if
we learn the lesson of being real
thaukful to God we always come out
victorious.
We are aware that some people
have greater trials than others; but
yet there is no one but has his share.
People often say 1 have a worse time
aud harder trials to go through than
anyone else. But if they would, just
go to looking at the magnitude of
God and His wonderful blessings,
they would have just as much reason
to say that they had greater blessings
from God than anyone else. But
we need not expect au abundance of
blessings unless we are willing to
meet the conditions of His Word,
aud not only willing to meet them,
butalso do what He said. The Lord
will not permit us to' pass through
anything but that He is able to
carry us safely through if we trust
Him. He says in His Word: "There
hath no temptation taken you but
such as is common to man: but God
is faithful who will not suffer you to
be tempted above that ye are able,
but will with the temptation make a
way of escape, that ye may be able
to bear it."—1 Cor. 10:13.
Let us just take the plan laid
down in His Word. James says,
"My brethren count it all joy when ye
fall into divers temptations."—Jas.
1:2. What good can we expect from
temptations? Let us hear what
James says again: "Knowing this
that the trying of your faith worketh patience. But let patience have
her perfect work, that ye may be
perfect aud ^entire, wanting nothing." Now follows the precious
promise: "If any man lack wisdom,
let him ask of God, that giveth to all
men liberally, and upbraideth not,
aud it shall be given him. But let
him ask in faith, nothing wavering."
And in the twelfth verse we read,
"Blessed is the man that endureth
temptation: for when he is tried, he
shall receive the crown of life, which
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the Lord hath promised to them
that love him." We further read,
"Every man is tempted, when he is
drawn away of his own lust, and enticed." We receive our temptations
which trouble us as we look away
from the Lord. Let us have our
eyes fixed singly on the Lord. You
know Jesus said: if the eye is single
the whole body is full of light, but
if the eye is evil the whole body is
full of darkness.
Dear Brother, Sister, let us with
a single eye of faith look to the
Lord and lay hold on His promises
which are for His children.
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Oh our stubborn wills! So I lived
on until my thirtieth year when I
knew the Lord was calling me. I
was sick, body and soul. I knew
I would have to a i ' o my choice
or I would soon be called inio eternity. When the burden was heaviest
upon me the Lord put it into the
hearts of
two
of
the
dear
Sisters and a Brother to visit us. I
did not tell them how the Lord was
calling me, but there I resolved to
seek salvation. Not knowing anything about the Brethren's doctrine
I took my Bible aud searched, and
it was shown me how I should dress,
live and walk; I could make no com^
AMOS WOLGEHDTH.
promise with God. It tooK everyMt. Joy, Pa.
thing and oh, how the Lord blessed
EXPERIENCE.
me; I was a new creature in Christ
Jesus.
I thought it must be a new
O T H E readers of the VISITOR.
world, and I had love for every one's
If the Lord will give me grace, soul unto salvation.
I will try to tell how I was brought
Your Sister.
to the feet of Jesus, and became
ANNIE FOUGHT.
willing to obey that command so
York, Pa.
plain to me, to wear the covering,
STOP "AND THINK.
aud be separated from the fashions
of the world. When I was a child
OES My life please God?
of nine or ten years of age, my parAna I studying my Bible daily?
ents took me along to a meeting
Am I enjoying my Christian life?
held at the home of my uncle,
Is there any one I cannot forgive?
Samuel Eshelman. There I heard
Have I ever won a soul to Christ?
How much time do I spend in prayer?
the word explained by Elder Jesse
Am I trying to bring my friends to
Engle, and I was convicted of sin.
Christ?
It was showed to me as plain as if it
Have I ever had a direct answer to
was a printed book open before me, prayer?
Is there anything I cannot, give up for
what the Lord required of me if I Christ?
j u s t where am I making my greatest
wanted to be saved; but the enemy
said, you are too young. So I lived mistake?
How does my life look to those who
on until my eighteenth year, when are not Christians?
How many things do I put before my
the hand of affliction was laid on me,
religious duties?
consumption set in aud I wasted
Have I ever tried giving one tenth o t
away to a mere frame. Two doctors my income to the Lord?
Is the world being made better or
said my time on earth was short, worse
by my living in it?
Out I knew it was the hand of God.
Am I doing anything that I would conHow could I meet God with my load demn in others?—Sei.
of sin? I walked the floor clenchiug
If there is one word above aumy hands till the marks of the other that will swing open the eternails were iu my flesh. Oh if I only nal gates, it is the name of Jesus.
would have told mother, but now There are a great many pnssworda
she is in her grave. The tears were down here, but that will be the
streaming down my face. At last I countersign up above. Jesus Christ
knelt and praj'ed for forgiveness. is the "Open Sesame" to heaven.
There the Lord showed me He was Any one who tries to climb up some
ready to pardon my sins, If I would other way is a thief aud a robber.
be obedient to His will. I promised And when we get in, what a joy
God I would serve Him and from above every other joy we can think
that hour I commenced to get well, of, will it be to see Jesus Himself,
to the wonder of all my friends. But and to be with Him continually!—•
I left my companion come between D, L. Moody,
me and God. Oh how I suffered I
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SPECIAL NOTICE.
Conference of

19P2 decided that the
EVANGELICAL
VISITOR
be moved to
Harrisburg, Pa. It was thought best to
complete the volume of 1902 before its
removal. This number now completes
the volume and our next number will be
issued from the Harrisburg, Pa., office
about Jan. 15,1903. Correspondents will
please take note of this and send no mail
to our present address any more.
After this our address will be 36 N.

n a r r i s b u r g , Pa.', Editor.
Louisville, }
Ohio, E L D E K S A M U E L Z O O K ,
!• Associates.
Abilene, Kansas.
)
G E O . D F . T W I I . E E , Office Manager.
CAMERON S t . HARRISBURG, P a . a n d all
All c o m m u n i c a t i o n s and letters of business postal money orders should be made pay-

GEOHGIS D E T W I L E B ,

ELDEK W . O . BAKEB,

should be addressed t o Goo. Detwiler.
PUBLISHERS'

NOTICE.

T o SOBSOKIBEES:—Our terms are cash in
advance.
2. When writing to have your address
ohaiigod, be sure t o g i v e both old and new
add? £88.
3. The date on the printed label will show
t o subscribers when their subscription e x pire?.
4. If y o u d o not receive the VISITOB. within
ten d i y s f r o m date of issue, write us at once
and we will send the n u m b e r called f o r .

able at Harrisburg, Pa. We would also
once more appeal to those who are in arrears to pay up. It would be a great satisfaction to have all arrearages fully
paid up before we. go east. The Lord has
blessed with large crops this year, and
we hope many will heed this call, and
send what is due without delay.

articles f o r the VISITOR, the first in-

stalment to appear in the January
15 number. VYe may also announce
that Bro. J. Myers Bosler, Canton,
O., is preparing a number of articles
on "Social Purity" which will appear in early numbers of our paper.
Our Benevolent, or Charity list is
considerable and is rath-jr increasing
than otherwise. For meeting the
expense of this list we must depend
on the Benevolent Fund and we are
led to state that the Fund needs
considerable replenishing as up to
this writing the donations have not
reached any considerable amount
since conference. We would also
remind our charity subscribers that
one condition of their receiving the
paper free is that they write us requesting the renewal
every six
months. We have not strictly observed this condition, but we will
expect to hear from them at least
once a year.
And we sometimes
think possibly some would bo able
to pay something if not much. If so
it will be thankfully received.

VYe learn by private correspondence that Elder Isaac Trump, of
T > THE POOE, w h o a r e u n a b l e t o p a y , w e IJi lo, 111., loft home on Nov. 28, gosent- the paptir free or. the recommendation ing to the Dayton district, Ohio,
of oihers or u p o u their individual requests.
where he is laboring in "the work of
On the 2nd iust., a party of some
Individual request.? must be renewed every six
soi'.-saving, with the Brethren at 30 Kansaus, with a few from other
m o n t h s as a matter of g o o d faith.
T o C O B E E B P O N DENTS:—Articles f o r publica- tho Maple Grove church.
localities left Abilene
oil the
tion should be written on one side of the
Santa Fe train for points in Arizona
pap^r only.
Write all business 'itters on sepOur readers will notice that in flie and California. Among them were
arata sheets.
2. C o m m u n i c a t i o n s without the author's make up of this issue we have not
some of the Brethren of this section
name will receive no r e c o g n i t i o n .
adhered to our usual plan as regards Elder S. Zook and Sister Zook, Sis3.
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s f o r the V I S I T O B should
b e sent in at least ten days b e f o r e date of the arrangement of matter, type etc., ter Ada Eagle recently of Harrisissu^.
etc. This course we have taken in burg, Pa., Sister Anna Koser, whose
Send money by Post Office Money Order, Regor ier to the preparing of the type home is at Mastersonville, Pa., but
istered Letter, or Bank Draft, to G. Detwiler
Send no has been in Kaueu3 since May; Bro.
Abilene, Kansas.
Canadian
Currency is etc., for shipment east.
discounted with us.
money or mail to ABILENE., K A N . Harry Rata also of Pa., but SojournEntered as second-class
matter at the PostRemember HARRISBURG, PA., 36 N. ing in Kansas during last summer;
office at Abilene,
Kansas.
CAMERON ST., is our future address. E Kready and Sister Kready and
Abileia, K M » M , DE0EM.BE& 15, 1902.
All subscriptions to "Notes on Bro. Sweigert, ami sister Susan
of
Clarenre
Center,
Bible Study." ordered through us Rhodes
ADDRESSES OF MISSIONARIES.
New York. Some of the party
have expired with the December
H. Prances D a v i d s o n , B r o . and Sister H. P .
purpose making their
home in
number. We expect to be able to
gteigerwald, L e v i and E m m a L o n g Doner,
"beautiful California" while others
M a t o p p o Mission Bulnwayo, South Africa. receive renewals at the former price expect to return in the Spring.
May
Isaac O. Lehman, Mrs. Isaao O. Lehman, (25c) but in order to receive the
they have a safe journey and may
January number in time we request
R o o d e p o r t , Transvaal, South Africa.
rich blessings come to them spirituthat subscribers write lo us immedi7
D. Yv . Z o o k and wife, ) Sripat Purunia P . 0 .
ally.
ately, even though they may not be
Mrs, Amauua Koofc, £
Bankura District,
Ani;a Here,
)
Bengal, India. ready to send the money until later.
We are now planning to leave
Mr. and Mrs. S. H. Z o o k , Hidalgo, T e x .
i. G- and Mrs. Susan Cassel,
B o x 74,
Our Bro. I. J. Ransom sojourned Abilene, Kansas, on Tuesday mornGuatemala, Central America.
in California during last year and ing, Dec. 10, and, if the Lord vouchFanuie L H o f f m a n , Khrurigaon, Berar, India has collected much matter of inter- safe a prosperous journey, arrive at
Elm ins H o f f m a n ,
est of what he learned and came in Chippawa,Ont.,on the 17th.P.M.Our
Kei trsor. P o o n a Diet., B n m a b i a H o m e , India.
time and opportunities for visiting
MarthaHoffmaD.SaD Salvador Salvador C.A. contact with during his stay there.
Mr. and Mrs. Jesse R. Iiyster, 'Maitland,' Under the caption
of "Beautiful will be very limited but we hope to
Cape Colony, South A f r i c a .
• California," he will prepare some attend the meeting at Bertie M, H.
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on Sunday morning the 21st. Then
a day at Sherkston, our old home,
and possibly a meeting at Pelham
M. H. on Tuesday P. M. on the 23rd,
aud a meeting at the Fork's Road
M. H. in the evening. On Wednesday morning, 24th we will go to
Waterloo county remaining over
Sunday, then back again to Chippawa, and to Clarence Center aud
Buffalo, N. Y. over the first Sunday
iu the New .Year, aud we hope to
arrive in Harrieburg, Pa., on the
7tli of January. But, all of this only,
if we live and the Lord so wills.
Pray for us. We wish to all the
readers of the V I S I T O K a very happy
Christmas and New Year—only in
the Lord. Send no more mail to Abilene, Kansas but to 36 N. Cameron
St., Harrisbnrg, Pa.
The Brethren Jno. Ilerr aud D.
L. Gravbill of South Dickinson clist.,
Kansas, have gone on an evangelistic tour to southern Kansas and
Oklahoma. There is a large territory open for Mission work towards
the south country and we hope they
may be successful in presenting the
message of grace in such a way that
souls be saved aud brought into His
fold. A letter received from Bro.
Graybiil written at Caldwell, Dec. 4,
informs us that at Sedgwick, Kan.,
they had blessed fellowship with the
saints there, and encouraging meetings; one soul had the courage to
stand for prayer. From Sedgwick
they went to Caldwell, where they
had some gcod meetings too, Bro.
G. says, "Night before last we had
a very attentive audience, seemingly
very hungry for the plain truth aud
when the appeal was marie several
hands were raised for prayers. So
a
this is encourntriug. Also in ofthe
testimonies the desire for more We
fulness was freely expressed, will
are unable to say how long we
stay here—tonight will determine
the matter. There are other places
where they want us aud we cannot
stay too long at one place. W e are
convinced that the people are hung
ering for the straight gospel, which
is the only thing that will stand the
test 'when Jesus comes." '
Write for our Bible Catalogue, •

NATHAN AEL.
E S U S Eaw Nathanael coming to
Him, aud said of him. "Behold
an Israelite indeed, in whom there
is no guile."—John 1:47. We have
a character here that we may profitably study. The concensus of opinion among Biblical scholars is that
this name applied to the same person
that the name Bartholomew did.
The reasons given are these: 1. We
find this name only in John's Gospel,
in the first and last chnpters. 2. In
Matthew, Mark and Luke we do
not find this name but with the
Apostles is enumerated Bartholomew
who is not mentioned by John. 3.
It is highly improbable that either
the synoptic. Evangelists or John
did not know all the Apostles. 4. It
is well known that it was quite common in ancient times to have two
names,—Simon Peter; John Mark;
Matthew also called Levi, Lebbaem
also called Judas or Jnde, et c,et. 5.
Nathanael was coupled with Philip
by John aud in the parallel passages
in the other gospels Bartholomewis coupled with Philip. While fh<'se
facts are not absolutely conclusive
it is highly probable that these two
uames were applied to the same
person. Nevertheless there are a
few Biblical scholars who claim that
these names apply to two different
persons. W e simply propose to
state facts and let the reader draw
his own conclusions.
Nathanael was from Cana "of
Gabilee where Christ performed
His first miracle. He was brought
to Christ by Philip of Bethsaida.
He doubtless was engaged iu private devotion under the fig tree
where Christ, in His omniscience
saw him. When Nathanael learned
that Jesus knew what mortal man
could not know, he at once acknowledged His divinity and kingship
over Israel, notwithstanding he had
expressed some skepticism as to any
good thing coming out of Nazareth.
We find Nathanael with a small
band of fishermen at the Sea of
Tiberias. After a night of fruitless
labor Jesus met them in the morning and ordered a draught which resulted in abundant success. After
this event the sacred history is silent
as regards the future o£ this Apostle.
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W e will now study this man's
character. First, he was a praying
man. The eye of Jesus was upon
him while engaged in private devotion. My dear reader if we worship God as Nathanael did the eye
of the Master will not overlook us,
however private the place of worship
may be. " T h e eyes of the Lord
are over the righteous and his ears
are open unto their prayers." P r i vate devotion is the kernel of worship. He that ia faithful in this
can scarcely be remiss in public
worship. He served his God as he
understood His will. It is presumable that he made the journey between Cana and Jerusalem, a distance of about 70 miles, three times
a year, at the time of the three great
Jewish festivals and presented the
unblemished victim for a sacrifice
as the law demanded.
The Savior pronounced him an
Israelite indeed in whom there was
no guile. Guile applies to the disposition out of which deceit and deception grow, and also to their actual
practice. Deceit is the habit, deception the act. Thus is the E n g lish word guile defind by good
authority. Nathanuel's honesty and
candor is affirmed by the highest
authority. Perfect candor, without
any deceit is a rare virtue. We may
think ourselves perfectly honest but
deep down in the heart, with difficulty perceived, there may be selfishness hidden that may beget
guile. Guile is H soil, the offspring
of the fallen sinful nature that is
productive of deceit and deception.
Nathanael was still with the
Apostles at the Sea of Tiberias when
Jtsus appeared to them the third
time after His resurrection.
He
passed through all the trials incident to the trial and crucifixion of
Christ, scattered abroad, after the
resurrection they returned to the
Master, drawn by their love for
Him and by His love for them, and
no doubt remained faithful unto theend.
Nathanael was astonished that
Jesus saw him under the fig tree,
a secluded spot, where human eye
could, uot have seen him, and exclaimed, "Rabbi thou art the son o
God, thou art the King of Israel."
Jesus, in reply said, "thou shalt
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see
greater things than
these;
verily, verily, I say unto you, hearafter ye shall see heaven open, aud
the angels of God ascending and dedending upon the son of man."
Christ was acknowledged as the
Messiah by heavenly witnesses, at
His birth, at His baptism; after the
temptation; 011 the mount of transfiguration; at His crucifixion; at His
resurrection; and at His ascension
by a great concourse of angels, and
will also be attended by the same
at His second coming, and doubtless
through out eternity. Most of these
demonstrations of honor to Jesus
the Apostles were familiar with but
there was more to come. Hereafter
the little band He addressed should
be witnesses of stronger proofs of
His Messiahship than that which convinced Nathanael.
There is another view: An open
heaven in a iigurative sense meant
communion between earth and heaven ;a closed heaven the reverse. Since
Christ came into the flesh and the
Holy Spirit given,man may get into
close touch -,vith God.
My dear reader, greater things
are in store for every saint. We
may get to greater heights in this
life but the greatest will come iu
the resurrection life.
B.
(The signature B. applies to Dr.
W . O. Baker, one of the Associate
Editors. We would be glad for frequent communications from our
associates.)
The motive power of the whole redemptive story is summed up in John 3:t6.
"God so loved that he gave." Search
earth and sky, land and sea, yea, heaven
Itself, and you find no greater proof of
God's love than the gift he gave us.
There are circumstances in our lives,
things happening in the world around us
which appear contrary to love, but ever
and always there remains the fact of
God's gift to us, and upon that we can
rest. "This is the morning star shining
unclouded inevery dark nightof trouble."
"Could we with ink the ocean fill,
Were all the sky of parchment, made,
Were every single stick a quill,
And every man a scribe by trade—
T o write the love of God above
Would drain the ocean dry,
N o r could the scroll contain the whole
Though stretched from shy to sky.
—S el.

"For unto you is born . . . . a
Saviour." The first lesson of Christmas tide is not one of giving but
receiving. It is related that a white
carrier dove flew into the window of
a prisoner. He thinking it was but
a common pigeon threw it some
crumbs, and went on with his work.
Later he tried to drive it away, but
without success. Seeing how tame
it was he caught it and examined it,
and found tied underneath its wing
a letter containing a latch-key, a
sum of money and a promise to aid
him in escaping. The dove had
been thrown in from the street.
Suppose he had not received the
letter. Unless we receive into our
hearts the One Whose birth is celebrated at this time, we are prisoners
without hope. Will you receive
Him?—Sel.
"NOWWHEN*JESUS*WAS

BORN.''

OW when Jesus was born" the
world became a new world.
Jesus changed everything. A significant aud
hopeful restlessness
stirred to its depths the whole oceau
of hnman society with all its urgent,
but aimless interests. Drawn by
the magnet of a star, wise men came
from eastern lauds to see Him Who
had drawn them, and men nearer
the centre dreamed broader aud
brighter dreams as if their minds
had l?een touched by light which
suffused the startled sky.
"Jesus was born!" That was the
explanation. The explanation itself
was a mystery and yet a fact—a
mystery which required the remainder of Eternity to show how it began to be, and how it could at onbe
perplex men aud save them. The
time and the place of the Birth were
all set down in prophecy. Moses
knew the secret, so did Abraham;
David wrote and sang much about
it; the Old Testament is full of it,
and the New Testament quietly says,
without agitation or atheistic surprise, as it were an answer to expectancy, "Now when Jesus was ,born."
We are amazed at the splendid
serenity of the announcement. The
heavens are not called upon to be
astonished, nor is the earth called
upon to receive the Child with special
acclaims.
The simple announcement is, "Jesus was born"—born to
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every woman; the ministering life
the redeeming life, a life which said
to a lost world, if we suffer we suffer
together, and I will find a way for
you from sin to righteousness and
from disobedience to reconciliation.
"Jesus was born" and in His I irth
the whole world put off its old and
helpless self to begin with new
energy and new hope. He came to
give every man the morning star—
new ideas, new impulses, new ambitions, a new star and a new sky.
By this sign we know that the Son
of Man has come into the world and
into our hearts; all is new, dewy,
young immortal! We caunot tire,
we cannot die. In Christ we are
young for ever, for He has given
unto us "the morning star!"
"Now when Jesus was born" a
new light shone upon all the problems of time. Nothing appeared to
be as hard and dark and threatening as before. Jesus came to do the
hard work of the world. " I am
come that they might have life, and
that they might have it more abundantly." Not to eke out life but to
multiply life: if it was a rill He
would make it a river; the mountains
and the hills in access of life would
break forth into singing, aud as for
trees of the fields they could not
but clap their hands, the thorns
should give way to the fir tree aud
the brier shall give place to the
myrfe
Already He has shed His
blood into the veins of the world; to
be born was to die! The world iu a
sense, received His blood as life,
plen iful, triumphant, immortal life.
It was re-enabling euergv: not
rj
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wholly to be accounted frr, but there
it was—dead bones stood up in the
valley an exceeding great army, ai d
men knew in a roundabout way the
meaning of the words, "With God
all things are possible."
"Now when Jesus was born" eveu
Death itself took upon it a color and
figure hitherto unknown: it seemed
to know that its hour was at hand,
it was ashen
withered, palsied,
already it was mocked and cast into the grave, aud loud psalms were
sung when the last enemy was destroyed. Death hitherto stood in
man's way; it blocked the light; it
sent a chill through the air; but a
swprd. mightier than its own was to
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be raised agaiust it, aud as an enemy
it was to be cast into the lake of fire.
—Dr. Joseph Parker, in Record of
Christian Work.
OF PRESENT INTEREST.
N AUGUSTUS J. C. Hare's entertaining autobiography, he relates that, when on a visit to Hatfield
House, the seat of Lord Salisbury,
Lady Salisbury drove him iu her
sledge over suow-laden roads to the
tomb of Lady Anne Grimston "It
is," he writes, "a moat extraordinary sight. Lady Aune^Grimston was
a skeptic, and when she layupon her
death-bed, in 1717, her family were
most anxious to make her believe
in a future state, but she wouldn't.
'It is as likely,'she said,'that I should
rise again as that a tree should grow
out of my body when I'm dead.'
"Lady Anne Grimston died, aud
was buried in Tewin churchyard,
and over her grave was placed a
great altar-slab, with a huge, massive stone slab on the top of it. In
a year or two, this slab showed signs
of internal combustion, and out of
the middle of it—ont of the very
middle of it—grew a tree (some
say six different trets, but one could
not see in winter), and increased,
till iu the time which has elasped,
it has become one of tho largest
trees in Hertfoidshire. Not only
that, but the branches of the tree
have writhed about the tomb like
the feelers of an octopus, have seized
it aud lifted it into the air, so that
the very base of the tomb is high
up now, one with the tree or trees,
so are they welded together. Then
a railing was put round the tomb,
and the tree has seized upon it in
the same way, has twisted the strong
iron rails like packthread, and they
are to be seen tangled and twirled
high in the branches of the tree.
Another railing 1ms now been put,
and the tree will behave to it just
as before.
"If this tree," Mr. Hare moralizes,
"were abroad, it would become the
most popular place of pilgrimage in
the world. As it is, thousands visit
it—even across the snow a regular
path was worn to it. Tewin Churchyard preaches more sermons than a
thousaud clergy men."—"The Episcopal Recorder

I

YfSITOR.

"PROVE ALL THINGS."
N THESE days it is necessary to
examine everything; even religious teaching needs to be closely
scrutinized as it is given from the
pulpit. Not every sermon that is
labelled "salvation" should be taken
and swallowed as such, for there are
some awfully
poisonous things
hauded down from the pulpit in
these days. The injunction of the
apostle "prove all things, hold fust
that which is good," should be put.
iuto practice for every sermon. Recently Talmage is reported to have
said:
"What are our departed Christian
friends doing in heaven; those who.
ou earth found their chief joy in the
gospel ministry? They are visiting
their old congregations. Most of
those old ministers have got thenpeople around them already. When
I get to heaven—as by the grace
of God I am destined to go to that
place—-I will come and see you.
Yea, I will come to all the people
to whom I have administered the
gospel, and to the millions of souls
to whom, through the kinduess of
the printing press, I am permitted
to preach every week in this laud
aud in all lands, for twenty-eight
years, without the omission of a
single week; I will visit them all.
I give them fair notice. Our departed friends of the ministry are
engaged in that delectable undertaking now."
What is this but rank Spiritualism.
It is not found in the Bible. The
Bible teaches us that those who die
iu the Lord "rest from their labors,
and their works do follow them."
And such foolish, empty preaching
is going on all over our land. It is
the fruit of vain imagination.—Gosgel Banner.

I

The loug, steady pull is what
takes the load to the top of the hill.
And the same thing is true in every
avenue of life. Spasmodic effort
may attract attention and may seem
to be accomplishing something worth
while. But it hinders rather than
helps, for there is likely to be no
effort at all just at the time when
effort is most needed. Those who
are constantly and quietly about their
Father's business are the ones who are
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doing most for the cause of Christ.
Their work is done day by day. They
don't try to do enough in a moment of
excitement to make up for the years
of neglected opportunities.
They
are the wheelhorses; they pull and
guide. They do not think they are
doing anything extraordinary. To
them it is a matter of love and duty.
—Sel.
VETer*

E V E R neglect daily private prayers; and when you pray remember that God is present, and that Me
hears your prayers.
Never neglect daily private Bible
reading; and when you read remember that God is speaking to you, and
that you are to believe and act upon
what He says. All backsliding begins with the neglect of these two
rules.
Never ask God Jjpr anything you
do not want. Tell Him the truth
about yourself, however bad it makes
you; and then ask Him for Christ's
sake to forgive you what you are
and make you what you ought to
be. —Christian Advocate.

N

The writer regrets lie knows nothing of Greek; but how interesting
and instructive it would be could
we get the Apostle's thought in that
language—the manner, style, expression and idiom in which he wrote
to his Corinthian brethren. It would
obviate much misunderstanding and
give us distinctions in words not
now so readily obtained. For instance, in 1st Cor. 11:14,15, the word
translated "hair," iu the Greek it
is "KomcC;
in the 5th and Oth
verses the "covering," there referred
to is "Kalumma", which latter is
the same word rendered "veil" four
times in 2 Cor. 8:13-10. Then again
in 1 Cor. 11:15, where it is stated
"her hair is given her for a covering," the word "covering" here in
the Greek is "peribolaion," meaning
NATURE'S GIFT, in contradistinguisliment to the word "kahimrua " meaning something added.
The above paragraph should be
read in connect,ion with the article by
Bro. Rausom on page 470, entitled
"The Covering: What Is if?" Its
place is just preceding the last pargraph commencing with the non's
"All these manifested etc."—EDITOR.
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MISSIONARY.
HITHERTO GuD HAS LED USNUMBER
of mouths have
passed since we last reported
through the V I S I T O R but it is not
because we lost sight of Jesus that
we waited so long to tell you of God's
dealing with us. W e are glad to
state at the outset of this report that
Jesus is just as near to us, yea hi
fact is more real than ever before,
and our vision of Him is delightfully transparent, so that we behold
Him as "the lily of the valley aud
the fairest among ten thousand to
our souls." Glory to God! That
blessed old shepherd Psalm comes
to us as a promise aud an every day
living truth, as we write these lines.
Truly God has been our Shepherd
all along the pathway of life and why
should we want when He leads us
beside the still waters and into the
green pastures.
Eph. 8:19 is one of the best
cheques we could find. We just
send this cheque to the bank of
Heaven and it always covers our
needs. This cheque is unlike the
cheques down here, it never wears
out. It calls for the same value.
•It supplies all our needs. Glory to
God! It is remarkable how God
deals with His children when they
put their trust in Him. God was
with us while at Cape Town. When
we really trust Him and do not run
ahead of Him, He wonderfully surprises us; and gives us things above
that which we ask or think. Thus
God dealt with us at Cape town.
W e never thought of God giving us
such a good place during, our stay
there. Mrs. Lewis who has a home
for drunkards where she' preaches
Christ to them, kept us rent free.
Notwithstanding the expensive price
of provisions at that place, God supplied all our needs according to His
riches in glory by Christ Jesus our
Lord. Though we were sometimes
only iu possession of a few shillings,
yet God never let us come in want
or go begging bread. His promises
are too sure for any one of His
children to do this.
Another remarkable feature of
God's dealings with us was how He
opened our way to come here. We
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With the limited knowledge of
had made no plans how or where we
would work when we would arrive the language we got at the Matoppo
at this place. It is long since God Mission my wife and I with a native
has taught us not to make any plans helper go from compound to comof our own,or rather he smashed ours pound holding not less than seven
and gave us better ones instead. I or eight services every Sabbath.
had been trying to obtain a permit Our congregations range from twenthrough the American Consulate at ty-five up to one hundred and fifty
Cape Town,"but there was very little natives, and then we have a service
hope of getting one through him in of from thirty to forty every Sabbath
less thau a year and a half. Just afternoon at 8 o'clock in our misW e cannot expect
when I had given up all hopes of sion chapel.
getting a permit for an indefinite very great immediate results at
time, God wonderfully surprised us present with our limited knowledge
by grantiug us a permit through a of the language without an interpreparty at this place to whom I never ter. Aud yet through our broken
had applied. Thus as we trust God way of speaking God blesses His
He gives us quite agreeable sur- Word. One evening at our Wednesday-evening prayer meeting I
prises.
was so burdened for these precious
• According to God's doings, which
souls and a better knowledge of the
are marvelous in our eyes, we came
language aud then I saw my need of
here to the New Primrose Mission
the strength of Jesus that I just
on the 19th of August 1902. Over
cried unto God out of the depth of
two months have passed since we
my soul. In an instant one of the
came here and we are glad to state
young men fell to the floor and
that God is with us.
began to confess his sins to God.
Perhaps the Mission field around He said to me that all his sins came
Johannesburg is best described in up before him at once aud he felt
the words of A. W. Baker, a very terribly miserable.
Thus
God
successful missionary among these works through silent prayer. Aud
people: "The compounds at Johan- then today at oui 3 p. in. meeting
nesburg present perhaps the very God wonderfully helped me through
finest seed bed, the grandest oppor- my broken way of speaking to detunity which has ever been offered liver a message from the passage,
for the evangelization of the native "Be not deceived God is not mocked;
tribes of South Africa. The finest for whatsoever a man soweth that
manhood of all the tribes from the shall he also reap." I dwelt on this
East Coast as far as Mozambique, subject for a little while and then
Batinga, Batyspi, Shangoan, An.a- made an altar call,and without much
tonga, Amaswagi, Zulu; from the entreating four came forward to the
North aud beyond the Zambezi as altar and began crying to God aud
far as Agoniland, Magwamba, Maka- confessing their sins.
We teach
lese, Mashona, Matabele, Beengai, them that if they confess and forMueeuba, Barotsi, Angoni; from the sake their sins, God is faithful aud
North West, West Baralong, Be- just to forgive them So they
chuans, Basuto; from the South and were uot there very long until they
South West, Fingo, Xosa, Amain- had a shine on their faces. I then
ponde, all contribute their quota to had them testify to what God did
the labor supply of the mine . for them. They confessed to almost
Massed thus together in mixed com- all kinds of sin, and they said they
panies of from eight hundred up to used to smoke aud snuff tobacco,
three thousand in compounds dotted but God forgave them it today.
on an average five or six hundred
This is what makes my soul glad
yards apart along the sixty miles of
reef, the missionary can on a single to see these Kaffirs get saved. We
Sabbath address on the compounds are preaching a full Gospel to this
more men of any particular tribe he people, and God honors His Word.
might wish to labor amongst than At one of our meetings one of the
he could in six months laborious believers testified to the healing of
visitations in the kraals at their own his leg which he got hurt in the
mine. This he did without mentionhomes."

""SI
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ing healing. They read in God's
Word how Jesns healed the sick and
they do not know any better than to
just bel ieve that He has the same
power today.
This work is conducted on faith
lines, and when we need anything
we make onr requests known unto
God, and He never fails to answer.
Praise His holy Name.
J. O. AND MARY C. LEHMAN.
New Primrose, G. M, Co., Germiston, S. A.

Christ practically said to His disciples,
I am going to heaven to get a home ready
for you, but will leave a Comforter, the
Holy Spirit, to get you ready for that
home. We forget that one is as essential
as the other. None but Christ was born
good enough to enter heaven without
preparation. In his deep, trueand tender
love for us he left not a stern master
but a Comforter to teach and prepare us
for that home. These "mysterious experiences" of our lives are but the tools
he uses in preparing us for the life to
come. Sometime we shall understaned
why joy aud sorrow, blessing and trial,
pleasure and Dain are so intermingled in
our lives. Yes, thank God, " u p there
we'll understand."
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STUDY.

THE PRAYER-LIfE.
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H E prayer-life is an essential
element of the Christian character. Without it there is uo Christian character. The strength of holy
living is to be judged more by a
drawing out of the soul after G o d after God in the attributes manifested
by the character of the meek and
lowly Jesus
than by the vibration
of one's emotions or the indications
of a satisfaction with your relations
and attainments toward God. Prayer
pr - supposes incomph te:;ess in one's
own character, or the object which
you are concerned to pray for. It
may be that the thing petitioned for
is prospering to some extent., but.
needs continuation or enlargement
to insure ultimate success; or that
something is not altogether right,
with the thing for which you feel concerned to implore God's favor.
True pray er implies submission to
God's will. It is beseeching something subordinate to His wisdom and
knowledge.
It is asking Him to do
something if it is according to His
judgment to grant the petition. The

IDEAL TRUE PRAYER springs from a
source not human. It is an inspiration, a moving of God's Spirit in
the soul of the petitioner. While
submissive to His will and subordinate to His understanding, it is
nevertheless more bold and expectaut as to an answer than prayers
springing merely from human desire.
God will always answer such prayers, for "He cannot deny Himself."
But this does not conclude that
there are not prayers springing from
mere human desire that God does
not answer. We have scripture to
prove God does answer petitions
not in accordance with His will (sncb
as Israel for a King, etc.,) but the
recipients receive lessons and experiences therefrom it would have oeen
far better for them to have avoided.
Then again there are prayers
the self-life which
springing from
answers from God
have apparent
really not auswers
when they are
are rather auswers
at all. They
from the enemy. Snch prayers deceive—especially those not. iu God's
order. Even a .true Christian may
be decern d herein ; but as he continues to walk in fellowship and has
progressed far enough along to discover his mistake, aud the wrong
source of his prayer, he will be undeceived. A thing may fall out the
way you desire it and yet be far from
what God would wish to grant. But
if you have forsaken His way and
like Ephraim become "joined to your
idols," God may say, "let him alone;
let him have the infatuation he desires." It may seem providential,
and yet be anything else but, that.

A consoling feature about true
prayer is that you may always expect an answer. You may either
receive it direct as petitioned for,
or it may be modified for your good;
or you may be shown why your request was refused, or that some obstacle you have in the way prevents
granting the desire, which when removed giv^s what is asked for. Frequently we may pray and wonder why
our pravers are not answered. Perhaps it is because we are not walking in the light, shown, or are disobedient to God directly in our attitude towards Him, or our relations
with our fellow-men are strained.
We may be dishonest with our fel-

479

low-men either in the church or out
of it. Iu acts of commission we may
not have trespassed, but in omrnission we may be great sinners. You
can be a grand deceiver in ommission whereas by commission you may
be as free as an angeL And whatever the sin may be,it prevents prayer.
Then again, true prayer implies
waiting, a waiting upon God to
arise in His OWN TIME and give the
answer. It tests the faith of the
petitioner. Oft times we have to
wait long for an answer. But God
has a good purpose in the trial of
our faith
because the trial is very
precious to us. There is a beautiful and apt illustration in Scripture
which portrays the blessedness of
trial in the travailing womau who
crieth out in her pangs, but when
she is delivered,for joy she forget,teth
her pangs because a man-child is
born to her. True prayer reaches
out beyond mere blessings for ourselves and loved ones. Fellowship
with Christ,which includes fellowship
in suffering, service and yearning
to have His body com plete and to give
Him all the possession for which He
died, gives us part in the "ministry
of intercession" before the Throne.
What privilege and opportunity for
the child of God! and oh! the exquisite joy aud reward when those
prayers are answered. What it will
meau to the longing, expectant and
waiting ones! Hallelujah!
It is not necessary to repeat words
in order to pray
"Prayer is the
soul's SINCERE de-ire, uttered or unexpressed." Oft times wordy prayers
kill the spirit of true prayer. And
my observation amoDg Christians
generally is they pray most too much
in words aud most, two little in spiiit.
Not that vocal expression is not
proper in its place, but. mere formal
praying lies at the foundation of our
fruitless lives and few answers.
True prayer transforms us more
and more into the image of our
Master, and the lack of it shows its
effects on our characters. There is
great power in living prayer; in fact,
the ministry of prayer is more potent
than a gift in preaching or teaching
for prayer moves Him who
moves the world. Elijah and Daniel,
to say nothing of the Master Himself, were splendid examples in this

i
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respect
"the
fervent, effectual
prayer of a righteous man availeth
much".
We have not space nor time lo
deal with this subject properly. The
various aspects of the same as to
manner, place, objects etc. embrace
such wide and extended area as to
preclude the possibility of exhaustion
in its consideration very soon. I have
merely touched the subject. No
more. In the next issue I hope to
continue it in one or more of its
aspects, and in a more thorough
manner, bringing to our aid Scripture references for proof. Can not
some of our readers have a mite to
offer on the subject?
I.

J. RANSOM,

Abilene, Kas
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MARRIED.
W I N G E R - B \ K E R . — M a r r i e d on Nov. 28,
1902, at the residence of the officiating minister, J. W. H o o v e r , 51 Edwin St. T o r o n t o ,
Ont. Mr. Joseph Winger to Si-ter Susannah
Baker both of Carrville, Ontario.
K L O T Z B A C H - H A Y E S . — O n Dec. 2, 1902,
at the Philadelphia Mission, B r o . S. G. Engle
officiating, Mr. John Klotzbaugh and Miss
Lizzie Hayee, daughtrr of
Bro. Michael
Hayes, were united in holy matrimony.

OUR DEAD.
S M I T H . — D i e d near Shippen^burg, P a . ,
on Nov. 3, 1902, after a brief illness of three
weeks, John Smith, aged 80 years, 4 months
and 20 days. Deceased is survived by his
aged wife, who h is long been a faithful member of the Brethren in Christ Church, two
sons and one daughter.
B A R N H A R T . — D i e d , on N o v . 2 1 , 1 9 0 2 , near
Stevensville, Wellsnd County, Ont,., at the
home of Bro. Peter Barnhart, Bro. Henry
Barnhart, aged 90 years, 10 months arid 12
days. Bro. Barnhart was
baptized
and
united with the church in Kansas a number
of years ago. Later on he spent some years
in Michigan, and three years ago he came to
Walpole, Haldimand County. Ontario, and
lived with relatives there. In later years lie
was entirely blind, and six weeks ago he
came to the a b o v e place where he died in full
faithof a glorious peaoe h o p i n g to reign with
Him who called him unto peaoe and holiness.
Funeral on Sabbath at the Brethren's M. H.
Black Creek. Discourse f r o m Psa. 92:12-15
by A. Bearss to a full house. Interment near
by. One son and many relatives followed
him to the grave.
S E I T Z . — D i e d at his home in Harrisburg,
Pa., on Nov. 28, 1902, after an illness of a
few hours of a p o p l e x y , Dr. J . . Landis Seitz,
aged 46 years, 3 months and 17 days. Deceased was a son of our aged Sister Elizabeth Seitz, of Harrisburg, Pa. He was born
iu Lancaster o u n t y , Pa. He was a man of
sterling worth and was held in high esteem
as a citizen and was p r o m i n e n t is hi* profession, filling a m m b e r of important offices
iu the line of his profession. He was the
attending physician at the Messiah Rescue
and Benevolent H o m e aud of the Messiah
Home Orphanage ever since their establishment, giving all his professional services
without charge.
The funeral t o o k place on
DBO. 1, 1902, at his late residence, conducted
by Pastor Luther D e Y o e of the Messiah
Lutheran Church. Interment in Harrisburg
cemetery.

It is recorded twice that Jesus
wept. The first time tears of tender
sympathy, fell as He conversed with
a sorrowing woman, and the second

was when his heart burst with sorrow for a city upon which the judgment of God was about to fall. His
compassion did not end in tears, but,
led Him to the garden of Gethsemane, where in agony He shed as it
were great drops of blood rnnniug
down to the ground.
Then, as the
Lover of sinners, He went down to
the cross, where He endured its
agonies, its disgrace ai d death. All
this He suffered that He might save
sinners from the wrath which is to
come.
Today He looks upon you,
unsaved friend, and as He remembers
the awful d* stiny that awaits you,
He sorrows for you, aud tenderly repents to you the compassionate
words,
"If thou hadst known, in
this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace!" But alas you
little know aud you may never know
till the day in which you fall hopelessly into the horrible pit of the
damned how great are your interests
in the great question of the salvntion of your soul.
O run to the
Savior, for the time is short, and it
may be that, while you delay, the
foul bird will come to you and snatch
away that seed of the Word that
fell upon your heart, and yon will
then be without conviction.
He
who died for you calls on you to
come to Him now, and He will not
cast you out.—The Gospel
Message.
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